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of TNT. An estimated 90,000 people were killed 
instantly; another 50,000 died later from wounds 
or radiation. Around 90 percent of Hiroshima’s 
buildings were damaged or destroyed in the blast. 


The first nuclear artillery shell—designed for 
firing from ground-based guns—was tested in the 
Nevada desert on May 25, 1953. 
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©The ruins 

of Hiroshima’s 
Museum of Science 
and Technology in 
the aftermath of the 
atomic bomb, which 
totally destroyed 
48,000 buildings. 


The second bomb was destined for the town the late 1940s to the early 1990s. Israel, 
of Kokura, but this was shrouded in clouds on India, Pakistan, and North Korea went on to 
the morning of August 9, 1945, so the US develop nuclear bombs and arsenals by the 
bomber headed for the city of Nagasaki instead. early 21st century. 


At 11:02am its “Fat Man” bomb delivered 
22 kilotons of explosive force over Nagasaki, 
leading to 70,000 deaths by the end of the year. 


Worldwide development 

The US quickly lost its nuclear monopoly 

after the war, as the USSR, Britain, France, and 
China developed nuclear weaponry. The stockpiling 
of large nuclear arsenals in the USSR and US 
created a balance of terror between the two 


& The “Fat Man” plutonium bomb dropped 
; by the B-29 bomber Bockscar on Nagasaki 
powers that was to play a large part in the was just 5 ft (1.5 m) in diameter, but killed 


Cold War, which dominated world politics from tens of thousands. 


Tam become death, the destroyer 
of worlds. 


Robert Oppenheimer, physicist and director of the Manhattan Project, 
quoting from the Bhagavad Gita on the first testing of the atomic bomb, 1945 
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Europe after World War II 


For much of the 20th century after World War II, Europe seemed 
irrevocably divided into two parts: a democratic, capitalist West, 
and a communist Eastern bloc. The problems of national self- 
determination and democratic aspirations were smothered rather 
than solved by this new order. When communist regimes collapsed 
from the late 1980s, Europe erupted in a series of savage civil wars. 


The Marshall Plan 


A WEUROPE %& 1948-1952 


In 1945 the Allied powers met at Yalta in the 
Crimea and Potsdam in Germany to shape 
post-war Europe. Stalin’s insistence that the 
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CIRCULATION OVER 
5,200,000 


& George C. Marshall was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1953 for his development of the 
Marshall Plan. 


Soviet sphere be extended to cover eastern 
Poland and the Baltic states raised anxieties 
about his expansionist ambitions. 


Hard times 

Concern over Stalin's intentions had led the 
British government to support Greek anti- 
Communist rebels in the Greek Civil War that 
erupted in December 1944. Yet economic 
hardship in the devastated Western economies 
threatened to secure communist influence just 
as much as Stalin's more direct diplomatic 
thuggery. Shortages were dire in 1947, partly 
due to the shattered state of European postwar 
industry, and France and Italy suffered strikes. 


The Paris Conference 
Allied plans to revive western Germany 
were opposed by the USSR, which wanted 
to leech reparations from Germany's 
economy, not to repair it. US Secretary 
of State George C. Marshall announced 
a new European Recovery Program (the 
“Marshall Plan”) in June 1947, offering 
economic aid to speed Europe's recovery. 
Stalin forbade Eastern European countries 
from participating, so only western European 
nations assembled in Paris in July to discuss 
the plan. The US was ultimately to disburse 
some $12 billion of aid to the 16 participating 
countries by 1952. 


The European Community 


3 WANDSEUROPE & 1957-1986 


After World War Il, it was clear to many politicians 
that Europe needed a mechanism to coordinate 
its economies, and, among idealists and 
pragmatists alike, a desire emerged to build 

a political structure to ensure that no further 
war between the major European powers would 
ever again devastate the continent. In 1950, 
Jean Monnet devised the “Schuman Plan,” which 
led to the founding of the European Coal and 
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Steel Community (ECSC) in 1950. This pooled 
the coal and steel resources of France, Germany, 
Italy, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands. 
In 1957, the Treaty of Rome established the 
European Economic Community (EEC), with these 
countries as founder members. The EEC allowed 
free movement of goods, services, and labor 
between member states and promoted greater 


economic integration. Initially Britain stood aside, 
suspicious of ceding control over its own economic 


affairs, but it finally joined in 1973, and by 1986 
the EEC had 12 members. 


The Eastern bloc in Europe 


AU EEUROPE % 1947-1968 


Although Communist parties had actively resisted 
German occupation in some countries of Eastern 
Europe, their preeminent role from the late 
1940s onward owed as much to Stalin's brutal 
suppression of other political groups as to their 
real level of popular support. 


The imposition of Communism 

In January 1947 the Peasants’ Party of Poland 
was robbed of probable election victory by 
falsified results. Stubborn anti-Soviet resistance 
in Czechoslovakia was subdued by the mysterious 
death of two leading anti-Communist ministers 
early in 1948. For almost 40 years, most central 
and Eastern European countries lived under 


ay 


brutal Communist regimes. Following Stalin's 
death in 1953, some countries made bids for 
greater independence. 

In 1956, the Hungarian leader Imre Nagy 
announced the end of one-party rule by the 
Communists, the expulsion of Soviet troops, 
and Hungary's withdrawal from the Warsaw 
Pact (see p.339)—but Hungarian hardliners and 
Soviet forces soon snuffed out his revolution. 
Similarly, in 1968, Alexander Dub¢ek tried to 
implement economic and political reforms 
in Czechoslovakia. His “Prague Spring” was 
suppressed in August; Warsaw Pact troops 
invaded Czechoslovakia and imposed a 
more amenable regime. 
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demonstrators 
mount a Soviet tank 
following the Warsaw 
Pact invasion in 
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The Cold War 


Tensions over the post-World War II settlement between Britain 
and the US on one hand, and the USSR on the other, led one 
Soviet official to state in 1947 that the world was now split 
between Western imperialists and socialist anti-imperialists. 
Countries around the world aligned themselves with one of 

the two groupings, beginning a Cold War—a state of political 
hostility that stopped short of actual warfare. 


Early confrontations 
The first real crisis of the Cold War almost 
brought the two sides to open warfare. 
Early in 1948, the Western Allies proposed 
to unite their sectors of Berlin (which was 
isolated deep inside the Soviet zone of 
occupation in Germany) into a single unit. 
The Soviets retaliated by cutting off land 


routes into those sectors. Far from capitulating, 


however, Britain, France, and the US decided 
to launch an airlift, and for 11 months they 
delivered enough supplies to feed West 
Berlin's two million people. 


The Cold War grows 

In April 1949, 12 Western countries formed 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
a mutual self-defense pact clearly aimed at 
the USSR, and a month later the Western 
Allies announced the formation of the Federal 


3 During the Berlin airlift, the Western Allies 
delivered some 2.3 million tons of food to 
the city on more than 277,000 flights. 


Republic of Germany. The Cold War rift 
between the US and USSR now seemed 
irresolvable; furthermore, it was given a new 
edge by the USSR’s first atomic weapons 
test in August 1949. 

As each side's sphere of influence in 
Europe solidified, the Cold War spread globally 
to areas where the two “superpowers’—the 
USSR and the US—could operate through 
proxies. The victory of Mao Zedong’s 
Communists in the Chinese Civil War in 1949 
opened up yet another front—one that was 


(4 Cold War allies Fidel Castro (left) and Nikita 
Khrushchev show fraternal solidarity during 
the Cuban leader's visit to Moscow in 1963. 
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From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in 
the Adnatic, an iron curtain has descended 
across the continent. 


Winston Churchill, in a speech at Fulton, Missouri, March 5, 1946 


to lead to enormous problems for the US side. 
Mao began to enact his own foreign policy 
initiatives, into which the US would become 
entangled during the Korean War (see p.372) 
and the Vietnam War (see p.373). 


The Cuban missile crisis 
Although Nikita Khrushchev, Soviet leader from 
1953, sought to promote a policy of “peaceful 
coexistence” with the West, it did not prevent 
him from founding the Warsaw Pact in 1955 
as a military organization to confront NATO. 

In 1962 a serious crisis developed when 
Khrushchev dispatched nuclear missiles to 
bases in Cuba, then controlled by Fidel Castro's 
communist regime. This posed a very real threat 
to the US, which considered invading Cuba 
or launching air strikes in response. Two weeks 
of knife-edge negotiations finally convinced the 
Soviets to back down and withdraw their weapons. 


The end of the Cold War 
The superpowers continued to stockpile 
nuclear missiles throughout the 1970s and 
'80s. A period of easing tension in the 1970s, 
when the two sides ceased to posture quite 
so openly, was not matched by any reduction | 
in the destructive power of their arsenals. | 
A series of Strategic Arms Limitations | 
Talks (SALT) had begun in the late 1960s, but 
agreement on real reductions was reached 
only in the early 1990s, when the USSR was 
finally on the verge of collapse and the Cold 
War was at last coming to an end. 


The US Navy Trident missile gave reality to 
the idea of Mutual Assured Destruction, in which 
warring sides would both be destroyed by a 
nuclear conflict. 
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SA muralina 
Protestant district 

of Belfast, Northern 
Ireland's capital, shows 
the “loyalist” groups 
that fought nationalist 
paramilitaries. 


"ULSTER DEFENCE UNION 


Ireland and the troubles 


PU NORTHERN IRELAND & 1968-1997 


In April 1916, the Easter Rising in Dublin helped 
spark war between the nationalist Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) and the British authorities. In 1922 
Britain sanctioned an independent Irish Free State 
(later the Irish Republic), which excluded the areas 
in the north of Ireland that had a Protestant (and 
pro-British) “Unionist” majority; these were 
retained within the UK. 


The years of violence 

In 1968-1969, rising tensions between Catholic 
and Protestant communities led to renewed 
violence. A new nationalist group, the Provisional 
IRA, emerged in 1969 to push for the violent 


Bloody sunday. 


expulsion of the British authorities from Northern 
Ireland. It was matched by Protestant paramilitary 
groups, such as the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), 
established in 1966. Two decades of violence 
followed, including “Bloody Sunday” on January 30, 
1972, when British security forces shot dead 

13 Catholic protestors, and the IRA bombing 

of a Birmingham pub on November 21, 1974, 
killing 21 people. 

Normal political life did not return to the 
province until the late 1990s. The Provisional 
IRA declared a final ceasefire in 1997 and 
began negotiations that would finally lead to 
a power-sharing government with Protestant 
Unionists. The “Troubles,” though, had left in 
their wake more than 3,000 dead and a legacy 
of sectarian mistrust. 


_. Was sheer 


unadulterated murder. 


Coroner Major Hubert O'Neill, August 21, 1973 
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RTA 


AU SPAIN ® 1959-PRESENT 


Nationalists in Basque Spain had claimed 
independence in the 19th century, but the 
region suffered under Franco's repressive 
regime (see p.372). 

Extremists formed the armed group ETA 
(Euskadi ta Askatasuna, or “Homeland and Liberty”) 
in 1959 to fight for independence. At first attacking 
the local infrastructure, in 1968 ETA moved on 
to violent terrorist attacks, killing a police chief in 
August that year. In 1973, the group assassinated 


Admiral Luis Carrero Blanco, Franco’s designated 
successor. After Franco's death, some autonomy 
was granted to the Spanish provinces, with 
particularly wide powers ceded to the government 
of the Basque region. 

ETA, though, did not cease its violent campaign, 
continuing to demand full independence. A series 
of abortive ceasefires from 1998 was followed by 
a new ceasefire in 2010, and the announcement of a 
permanent cessation of hostilities in 2011. 


Perestroika 
AJ USSR,E EUROPE & 1985-1991 


In 1964, Leonid Brezhnev became Soviet 
leader, succeeding Nikita Khrushchev. 
Under his governance, the Soviet economy 
stagnated, and there were often shortages 
of manufactured goods. 

Senior party officials had access to 
privileges unattainable to many people, and 
although the Soviet security forces, notably 
the KGB, relentlessly persecuted dissidents, 
by the late 1980s the system seemed on the 
point of collapsing beneath the weight of its 
own inefficiency and corruption. 


The failure of reform 
Mikhail Gorbachev became Soviet leader 
in 1985, and at once publicly acknowledged 
the faults in the system. 

While never questioning Lenin's view 
of the prime importance to Russia of the 
Communist Party, he argued that perestroika 
(“restructuring”) was needed to streamline 
it and that a new openness (glasnost) was 
needed to allow a debate on how best to 
repair the Communist regime. 

Cautious reforms included limited rights 
for private enterprise (introduced in 


British prime minister Margaret Thatcher 
met Mikhail Gorbachev in Moscow in 1987. 
He was, she once remarked, a man “we can 
do business with.” 


bloc countries threw off communism and 


1987-1988), but talk of change provoked 
demands for more, and Gorbachev was 
overtaken by events. In 1988, the Eastern 


in 1991 Gorbachev, who had made himself 
president with executive powers the previous 
year, was overthrown. 
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6) Lech Walesa, 
leader of Solidarity, 
is carried in triumph 
through the streets 
of Krakow, shortly 
after the August 1980 
accord that legalized 
the trade union. 


The collapse of Communism 


AJ EEUROPE, THE USSR & 1989-1991 


In 1980 striking shipyard workers in Gdansk, 
Poland, forced the Communist government to 
allow workers to form an independent trade 
union—Solidarity—led by Lech Walesa. 

The state struck back in December by declaring 
martial law, and suppressed Solidarity. The USSR 
could have intervened but chose not to, and by 
1988, with the economic situation deteriorating 
badly, Poland’s government opened talks with the 
trade unionists and agreed to hold elections in 
June 1989. These were meant to yield a coalition 
rule, but ended in Solidarity’s victory. 

A non-communist, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, 
became prime minister, dismantling the pillars 
of communist power. In May 1989, streams of 
East Germans, disenchanted at being denied 
even the gradual change occurring elsewhere 
in the Eastern bloc, began to take refuge in gently 
reformist Hungary—the only country they could 
go to without a visa. 

Hardline East German leader Erich Honecker 
demanded Soviet action, but Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev had enough on his hands keeping the 
USSR together, and refused to give Honecker any 
assistance. Mass demonstrations broke out, and 
the East German government panicked. First 
it tried to purge its own hardliners, and then on 
November 9 it announced that the Berlin Wall, 


)) BORIS YELTSIN 


A member of the Communist Central Committee in 
Sverdlovsk from 1976, Boris Nikolayevich Yeltsin 
(1931-2007) became the party's chief in Moscow 
in 1985-1987, but was sacked amid allegations of 
alcoholism. Yeltsin bounced back and by 1990 was 
chairman of the Russian component of the USSR. 
After the USSR dissolved, he became President of 
Russia, but constitutional crises, Russian losses 

in two invasions of Chechnya, economic problems, 
and corruption all tarnished his reputation and he 
resigned in 1999. 


The Soviet 
Union could not exist 
without the image of 
the empire! 


Boris Yeltsin, The 
Struggle for Russia, 1994 


which had divided the Eastern and Western 
sectors of the city since 1961, would be opened. 
East Germany collapsed, and became reunited 
with West Germany the following August. 

The spread of anti-communism was 
uncontrollable. In early December, a “Velvet 
Revolution” overthrew the communists in 
Czechoslovakia, while toward the end of 
the month the communist dictator of Romania, 
Nicolae Ceaucescu, was toppled in a much 
bloodier coup. 


The collapse of the USSR 

Waves of dissent now began to lap at the USSR 
itself. Throughout 1990 Gorbachev struggled to 
stop the Union from dissolving. 

He still believed he could “de-Leninize” the 
Communist Party, and held a referendum in 
March 1991 in which 78 percent of voters said 
the USSR (in a modified form) should stay. 

However, on August 18, 1991, a committee of 
communist hardliners staged a coup, arresting 
Gorbachev and his advisers, and declaring a 
return to old-style Soviet rule. Boris Yeltsin, 
president of the Russian Republic (part of the 
USSR), rallied opinion against the coup and it 
collapsed. Yet nothing was ever the same again. 

On December 1, Ukraine declared its 
independence, and Gorbachev resigned. At 
midnight on December 31, 1991, the USSR 
ceased to exist. The Communist Party, at the 
heart of public life since 1917, had been banned 
eight weeks earlier. 


A colossal statue of Vladimir Lenin 
was removed from the Romanian capital 
of Bucharest in March 1990, at the end of 
Communist rule. 
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On November 9, 1989, after weeks of 
civil unrest, the East German Communist 
government announced that it would permit 
travel into West Berlin. Within hours 50,000 
East Germans climbed and crossed the Wall, 
and even started to destroy it; by 1991 it had 
been demolished. 
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The war in Yugoslavia 


PU FORMER YUGOSLAVIA % 1991-1995 


Josip Tito, the communist dictator of Yugoslavia 
from 1945 to his death in 1980, reorganized 
the state in 1946 into six socialist republics— 
Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, and Macedonia—in an effort to 
balance Yugoslavia’s potentially explosive 
mixture of religions and ethnic groups. 

After the collapse of communism in 1990, 
free elections led to nationalist governments 
in Slovenia and Croatia, which demanded 
independence. The president of the Serbian 
republic, Slobodan Milosevic, stridently opposed 
this notion and whipped up pro-Yugoslav 
(fundamentally Serb) sentiment. When Slovenia 
declared its independence from Serbia in June 
1991, the Serb-dominated army intervened, but 
after a short campaign were forced to withdraw. 

Smarting from this rebuff, the Serbian army 
moved in greater force into Croatia, which had 
also declared its independence. A bloody campaign 
ensued in eastern Slavonia, where the cities of 
Vukovar and Vinkovci were destroyed and many 
Croat civilians massacred. Only in 1992 did a 
UN-brokered ceasefire bring peace. By then 
Bosnia, an even more ethnically mixed republic— 
around 43 percent Muslim, 31 percent Serb, 
and 17 percent Croat—was sliding into civil war. 
The vicious conflict saw Europe's worst fighting 
since World War Il, including a brutal siege of 
Sarajevo conducted by the Bosnian government, 


©) The Croatian city 

of Vukovar suffered 

a two-month siege by 
Yugoslav army forces 
and Serb paramilitaries 
between September 
and November 1991. 


General Ratko Mladic, commander of 
the Bosnian Serb forces during the civil war 
there in 1992-1995. 


and the massacre of thousands of refugees at 

a UN “safe haven” in Srebrenica. The violence 
only ended in August 1995, when a NATO bombing 
campaign induced Slobodan Milosevic to withdraw 
support for the Bosnian Serbs and to sign the 
Dayton peace accord in December. 


New challenges for Europe 


AJ EUROPE % 1992-PRESENT 


Europe had spent nearly all of the 20th century 
divided by war, but as the Cold War ended, most 
European leaders looked forward to a new period 
of peace and prosperity. Events, however, did not 
unfold quite as they expected. The rapid collapse 
of communism in Eastern Europe and the USSR 
(see pp.342-3) opened up the prospect of a Europe 
without fear, but the equally rapid descent of 
Yugoslavia into civil strife (see facing page) 
suggested that lasting peace was illusory. 


European Union 

The European Community (see p.337) reformed 
itself in 1992 by means of the Maastricht Treaty, 
in which it gave itself greater powers, and a new 
name—the European Union (EU). 

A process of enlargement then began, first 
with the admission of Sweden, Finland, and 
Austria into the Union in 1995, and then with the 
strategically more significant additions of ten 
further countries in 2005, including many former 
Eastern bloc nations (such as Poland and Hungary) 
and the former Soviet republics of Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania. By 2007, when Bulgaria 
and Romania joined the EU, the organization had 


27 member states, making it a large and fractious 
family in which agreeing on any further changes 
seemed an almost impossible challenge. 


Further hurdles 

An ethnic civil war had erupted in Kosovo in 
1997-1999, leaving the region in a legal limbo— 
neither independent nor a part of Serbia—and the 
EU uncertain as to whether or not to recognize 
the territory. Similarly, Ukraine had overthrown 
its old-guard communist regime in late 2004; 
encouraging the new state to join the EU might 
provide political stability, but it would alienate 
the Russian government. Europe still faced 
many challenges. 


We never want 
to wage war against 
each other... ‘That is 
the most important 
reason fora 
United Europe. 


Former German chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, May 1, 2004 


& Crowds filled 

the streets of Kiev 

in support of the 
Ukrainian opposition 
leader Viktor Yuschenko 
during the “Orange 
Revolution” of 
December 2004. 
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The Americas 


In the second half of the 20th century, the Americas were marked 
by extremes of wealth and poverty. The US was the richest and 
most powerful nation on Earth, but it also struggled with social 
divisions and prejudices, such as the exclusion of black citizens 
from the political process. In South America, political and economic 
crises—combined with occasional direct interventions by the US— 
created an environment in which stability was hard to achieve. 


US economic growth 
A USA a 1945-1960 


The US experienced an economic boom during American children were on average 2-3 in (5-8 cm) 
World War Il, as its industries expanded to deal taller in 1950 than their grandparents had been 
with wartime production. This growth continued in 1900, and life expectancy for women rose from 
in peacetime, and the country’s buoyant economy 51 to 71 years old. There was a large-scale 
created a new middle class that spent its migration to the suburbs, accompanied by a 


money on consumer goods—some 
83 percent of homes in the US 
had a television by 1958. Asa 
result of an improved diet, 


building program to erect a massive 13 million 
new houses in the ten years between 1948 
and 1958. There was consumer choice as never 
before, and the US developed a “youth culture” 
for the first time, which fed into a cultural 
renaissance in the 1960s. 
However, the country’s growing prosperity 
had done nothing to halt racial segregation. 
Many cities became “doughnut-shaped,” 
with a rich business center surrounded by 
poorer African-American neighborhoods, 
and then a more prosperous, and largely 
white-inhabited, outer zone. 


Increasing affluence fueled 
the technological innovation of 
consumer “must-haves,” such 
as this 1955 TV. 


McCarthyism 
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A USA m® 1950-1954 


The growing tensions of the Cold War 
between the US and the USSR (see pp.338-9) 
soon fed back into US politics, as fears arose 
that the Soviets would encourage communist 
subversion or even outright revolution in 
America. On February 9, 1950, Republican 
senator Joseph McCarthy gave a speech in 
which he claimed to have the names of 205 
communists working in the US State Department. 
A political furor erupted in which, to defend 
himself, McCarthy issued further accusations 
of communist infiltration. 


Bodies such as the House Committee 

on Un-American Activities investigated 

alleged communist activity, while McCarthy 
himself, as Chair of the Senate Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations in 1953-1955, 
sought to root out communists in all walks of 
life, particularly in the movie industry and among 
labor activists. Yet when he turned to attacks 

on the army, he overplayed his hand: public 
sympathy for him waned, and in December 
1954 his activities were condemned by 

a vote in the Senate. 


The assassination of JFK 


A DALLAS, TEXAS, USA & NOVEMBER 22, 1963 


On Friday November 22, 1963, President 
John F. Kennedy visited Dallas, Texas, to drum 
up support for his reelection in the 1964 

US presidential race. As the motorcade drove 
through Dealey Plaza, at least three gunshots 
rang out, killing the president instantly. 


The investigation 

The assassination became the subject of 
a huge controversy. A lone gunman, Lee 
Harvey Oswald, was arrested shortly after 
the shooting and charged with murder. 


However, two days later he was shot dead while in 
police custody by Jack Ruby, a gangster who later 


gave contradictory motives for the killing. Kennedy's 


successor, vice president Lyndon Johnson, rapidly 

established the Warren Commission to investigate 
the assassination. It concluded there was no wider 
conspiracy to kill Kennedy. 


& President Kennedy and his wife 
Jacqueline smile at the Dallas crowds, 
minutes before his assassination on 
November 22, 1963. 


® Senator Joseph 
McCarthy testifies 

to the Senate Foreign 
Relations Subcommittee 
in March 1950. 
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Civil rights 


By the 1950s, discrimination against African-Americans had 
become entrenched in many southern US states. From the 
1870s onward, discriminatory laws had been passed depriving 
African-Americans of the right to vote, and legalizing a system 
of segregation in which black people were denied access to 
whites-only schools and universities, and even from choosing 
where they might sit on public transportation. 


The Montgomery 
Bus Boycott 
In the mid-1950s, years of anger and 
frustration triggered a reaction against 
discrimination. In December 1955, Rosa 
Parks refused to give up her seat to a white 
man on a segregated bus in Montgomery, 
Alabama. Her arrest ignited a movement 
for civil rights. 

Local activists, including members of 
the NAACP (the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People), which 
had long lobbied for African-American rights, 
organized a boycott of the city's public 
transportation system, which ended in November 
1956 with a Supreme Court ruling that the 
buses must be desegregated. 


Rosa Parks in the 
front of a bus, after 
the abolition of 
segregation on the 
Montgomery buses. 


Martin Luther King 

A boycott organizer and the first African- 
American to climb aboard a bus when it 
ended, Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) 
was a young Baptist minister who soon 
became the public face and inspiration of 
the civil rights movement. Unswerving 

in his pledge of nonviolence, he 


followed the lead of Mahatma ot ly 


Gandhi (see p.359) in encouraging 
civil disobedience to highlight [== ) 
unjust laws. 
In 1954, the Supreme Court 
had ruled that education must 
be desegregated. This remained 
largely untested until nine African- 
American students attempted to attend 


a high school in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 
September 1957. The National Guard had to 
protect them, but they were able to attend class. 


Sit-ins and 
Freedom Rides 
In February 1960, black students from Greensboro, 
North Carolina, staged the first “sit-in” by refusing 
to move from seats at lunch counters reserved for 
whites, demonstrating how basic rights were still 
denied to black Americans. In 1961 groups of black 
and white people set out to ride buses together— 
these “Freedom Rides” tested the ruling on 
desegregated travel. 
All the while a campaign grew to promote 
the voter registration of southern African- 
American citizens. Martin Luther King organized 
a mass rally in Birmingham, Alabama, in April 
1963 and a “March on Washington” in August, 
in which he made his iconic speech, “Il have a 
dream...,” from the Lincoln Memorial to 
250,000 people. Under intense pressure, 
the government buckled and in 1964 passed 
the Civil Rights Act, making many forms 
of discrimination illegal. The 
achievements of the civil rights 
movement were crowned 

45 years later with the election 

of Barack Obama, the first 

African-American president 

of the US. 


(The raised fist of the “Black 
Power” movement, popularized 
by radical activists in the 1960s. 


Martin Luther King delivers 
his “| have a dream” speech. 

In 1964, he received the Nobel 
Peace Prize; four years later, he 
was assassinated in Tennessee. 


® Soviet cosmonaut 
Yuri Gagarin on his 
mission to become 
the first human in 
space in April 1961. 


©) US astronaut Buzz 
Aldrin, the second 
man to stand on the 
moon, makes his 
historic walk during 
the Apollo 11 mission 
on July 20, 1969. 
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The Space Race 


A EARTH’S ORBIT, THE MOON & 1957-1969 


At the end of World War Il, both the US and 
the USSR scrambled to secure the expertise 
of German scientists who had created the first 
ballistic missile, the V2. This knowledge could 
be used to develop rockets capable of reaching 
space and satellites that would orbit the Earth. 
A “Space Race” grew out of the Cold War 
(see pp.338-9), with both sides wishing to 
exploit the propaganda and military benefits 
of making the first forays beyond the Earth’s 
surface and atmosphere. 

The USSR won the early victories in this race, 
putting the first artificial satellite, Sputnik 7, into 
Earth orbit on October 4, 1957. This was followed 


by the US Explorer in January 1958. Then a Soviet 

cosmonaut, Yuri Gagarin, became the first human 

in space, on April 12, 1961. The US got their 

first astronaut (Alan Shepard) aloft 23 days later. 
Piqued by the failure of the US to match its 

apparently technologically inferior rival, President 

John F. Kennedy announced in May 1961 that, 

within a decade, an American would land on 

the moon and come safely home. So began the 

Apollo program that culminated in Apollo 11. 

At 10:56pm on July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong 

became the first man to stand on the moon. 

All the astronauts made it back to Earth, and 

the US declared the Space Race won. 


The Cuban Revolution 


AS CUBA ® 1953-1959 


The military regime of Fulgencio Batista, 
which had ruled Cuba since 1933, came under 
increasing pressure in the 1950s. In 1955, it 
released a group of political dissidents who 
had attacked a military barracks in 1953. This 
turned out to be a disastrous miscalculation: 
among them was Fidel Castro, a young 
revolutionary activist. 

On December 2, 19546, Castro—who had left 
Cuba—returned with a group of around 80 fellow 
revolutionaries aboard the Granma. Three days 
later, Batista’s soldiers attacked and most of the 
revolutionaries were killed, but Castro and a few 
others, including Ernesto “Ché” Guevara, escaped 
into the hills. Kept together by Castro’s 
determination, the band grew larger. In 1958, 
the orthodox Communist Party of Cuba gave 
its backing to Castro's revolutionaries and, as 
Batista’s forces continually failed to dislodge 


him, in August 1958 Castro decided on an offensive 
of his own. Encountering surprisingly light 
resistance, by December 31 he had taken the 
strategic central city of Santa Clara. 

Batista panicked and fled Cuba, leaving Castro 
to enter the capital, Havana, on January 8, 1959. 
With his idiosyncratic brand of communism, he 
dominated the country’s political life until his 
death in 2016. 


Each and every 
one of us will pay 
on demand his part 
of sacrifice. 


Ernesto “Ché” Guevara (1928-1967), 
Cuban revolutionary leader 


& Fidel Castro 

and some of his 
revolutionaries 

in 1957, at atime 
when they were still 
in hiding in Cuba's 
Sierra Maestra hills, 
under pressure from 
Batista's army. 
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A photo-montage 
of the desaparecidos, 
more than 3,000 
political opponents 
of Pinochet who were 


killed or “disappeared” 
during his dictatorship. 


Allende and Pinochet 


AU CHILE ®® 1970-1988 


Since 1938, a succession of civilian governments 
in Chile had struggled to cope with increasing 
economic hardship and the aspirations of landless 
peasants. In 1970, a left-wing front led by Salvador 
Allende tapped into these feelings to win an 
election, but before long his coalition began to 
fracture. The US raised concerns when Allende 
established diplomatic relations with China 

and other communist regimes. 

In 1973, General Augusto Pinochet seized power 
in a US-backed coup. Although Pinochet restored 
economic order, thousands of political opponents 
“disappeared.” Finally, after losing a referendum 
on the extension of his term of presidency, in 
1990 Pinochet stepped down and civilian rule 
was restored to Chile. 


Peron and Argentina 


AU ARGENTINA 2 1946-1974 


Popular with trade-union leaders and the poor, 
Juan Domingo Peron became president of 
Argentina in 1946. He immediately embarked 
on economic reform, nationalizing banks and 
expanding education. His following, and that 

of his first wife Eva, was enormous—but there 
were negative aspects to his rule: he vigorously 
suppressed all opposition, and sheltered Nazi war 
criminals fleeing from justice. He also offended 
the Catholic Church by legalizing divorce. 

Peron’s populist “Third Way” foreign policy 
aimed to avoid alienating either side in the Cold 
War (see pp.338-9). But it was too radical for 
some in the armed forces, and in 1955, the last in 
a series of military coups unseated him. However, 
his supporters remained numerous and their 
effective exclusion from political participation 
in the 1960s destabilized a series of military-led 
governments. In 1972 Peron returned from exile 
to Argentina and in 1973 was elected president, 
aged 78. His austerity measures calmed inflation, 
but he died in 1974, leaving his third wife Isabel 
to complete the last two years of his term. 


(Former actress Eva Maria Duarte 
married Juan Peron in 1945, and later 
became his vice-president. 


The US in Latin America 
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A LATINAMERICA & 1952—-PRESENT 


Ever since 1823, when President James Monroe 
sought to exclude the European powers from 
expanding their hold in the Americas, the US had 
actively desired to keep the sphere of influence in 
Latin America purely American. At times this meant 
intervention: in 1898, war with Spain resulted in 
temporary occupation of Cuba. As the Cold War 
flared up, the US sought to exclude communism 
from its sphere, signing a series of bilateral defense 
pacts with Latin American countries from 1952. 


The Sandinistas 

The Cuban Revolution of 1959 marked both the 
failure of US exclusion policy and the sharpening 
of US attempts to contain the spread of 
communism. In 1979, the Marxist Sandinista 
movement overthrew the Nicaraguan dictatorship 


& Sandinista fighters advance along a road during 
the Nicaraguan Civil War (1972-1979), which ended 
in the overthrow of Somoza’s dictatorship. 


of Anastasio Somoza. The new regime, led 

by Daniel Ortega, had strong ties to Cuba, and 
the US tried for years to destabilize it. Ultimately, 
though, it was a peace plan brokered by other 
Latin American countries which laid down 

free elections that finally brought down the 
Sandinistas in 1990. 


Noriega and Panama 

Fears of a different kind emerged over Panama, 
which contained the strategic Canal Zone. Manuel 
Noriega, commander of Panama’s armed forces, 
had become increasingly involved in the illegal 
drug trade, which was channeled through 
Central America. 

In 1989, the US finally lost patience and 
launched an invasion of Panama. Noriega’s 
forces put up little resistance, and the commander 
was Seized, flown to the USA, and put on trial. 
He was sentenced to 40 years’ imprisonment 
for drug trafficking. 


Disfrute 


& Panama’s Manuel 
Noriega waves to 
crowds in October 1989 
after the suppression 
of a coup against him. 
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Democracy returns to Latin America 


AU LATIN AMERICA & 1982-PRESENT 


The 1980s saw the end of many dictatorships 
in Latin America, beginning in 1982 with the fall 
of the Argentinian military government (junta) 
and the restoration of civilian rule to Chile in 
1988 (see p.354). Democracy provided no easy 
answers, but produced some strong-minded 
populists. In 1990, Peru elected as its president 
Alberto Fujimori, whose “Fujishock” policies 
tamed hyperinflation and won plaudits from 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Yet his violations of the constitution and 
suspicions of corruption led to his overthrow in 
2000. Hugo Chavez, a former army chief, served 
as president of Venezuela from 1999 to 2013. 
He initiated laws to empower the poverty-stricken 
majority, but ruthlessly stamped down any 
opposition. His attempts to forge alliances with 
other radical Latin American presidents, such 
as Fidel Castro (Cuba) and Evo Morales (Bolivia), 
were met with suspicion in the US. 


® President Hugo Chavez initiated a 
“Bolivarian Revolution” of democratic 
socialism in Venezuela. 


The Falklands War 


PU FALKLAND ISLANDS & APRIL-JUNE 1982 


Argentina and the UK had long disputed the 
ownership of the Falkland Islands in the western 
Atlantic. Talks between the two countries on the 


islands’ future broke down in early 1982, 
and on April 2 the Argentines launched an 
invasion of the Falklands. They overwhelmed 
the small British garrison, but the Argentine 
military government under General Leopoldo 
Galtieri underestimated the British resolve to 
recover the islands. 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher ordered 
the dispatch of a large task force that landed 
British soldiers on the Falklands on May 21. 
The British units fought their way east to the 
Falklands’ capital, Port Stanley, by June 14, where 
they took 11,000 Argentine prisoners, reclaiming 
the islands and ending the war. 


The Argentine cruiser General Belgrano 
was sunk after an attack by a British nuclear- 
powered submarine on May 2, 1982, with the 
loss of 321 lives. 


NAFTA 
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A NORTH AMERICA & 1992-PRESENT 


In December 1992, the leaders of the US, Canada, 
and Mexico established the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). This promoted the 
freedom of movement of goods and services—and 
labor, but only to a very limited extent—across the 
borders of their respective countries. 

NAFTA became active on January 1, 1994. 
Central American countries (and others, such as 
Chile) hoped that they might also be included, but 
they met strong opposition from US politicians, 
who were already concerned that products from 
a lower-wage economy such as Mexico would 
now be freely available in the US. 


Mexico and Canada 

Despite the economic benefits Mexico received 
from NAFTA, it remained vulnerable to economic 
shocks, as demonstrated by a devaluation of its 
currency in 1994. Panic set in and the country 
needed $50 billion in loans, secured against its 


oil reserves. This situation in turn contributed to 
the loss of political dominance by the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party, which had ruled Mexico 
unchallenged since 1929. 

The US's other NAFTA partner, Canada, was 
generally a model of economic stability, but it 
suffered persistent political crises over the 
aspirations for autonomy of its mainly French- 
speaking province, Québec. First winning elections 
in the province in 1976, the separatist Parti 
Québecois was never, however, quite strong 
enough to force a referendum on the issue. The 
election of Donald Trump as US president in 2016, 
committed to protectionist economic policies, 
raised questions over the future of NAFTA. 


& The border between the US and Mexico. 
Concerns about immigrants and migrant workers 
entering the US from Mexico contributed to the 
election of Donald Trump as US president in 2016. 


NAFTA Y 


(US president 

Bill Clinton speaks 
at a public meeting 
in November 1992 
to promote NAFTA. 
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Asia and the Middle East 


Asia faced a series of political upheavals after World War II. First 
the aftermath of British withdrawal from Israel and India turned 
bloody, then the long-term effects of the communist victory in 
China’s Civil War led to violent struggles in Korea and Southeast Asia. 
Nevertheless, in the latter half of the 20th century, economic growth 
in East and Southeast Asia helped improve upon this troubled legacy. 


The Indian National Congress 
A INDIA a 1885-1945 


In 1885, Western-educated Indians campaigning 
for greater rights founded the Indian National 
Congress (INC). Although in principle the congress 
represented all Indians, its members were mainly 
Hindu, and in 1906 some Muslims broke away 
from the INC to form the Muslim League. 


Gandhi’s protest movements 
The 1909 Government of India Act allowed a 
greater number of Indians to sit on legislative 
councils alongside the British. However, the 
changes were deemed to be insufficient, and 
in March 1919 Mahatma Gandhi launched his 
satyagraha protests—a mass nonviolent 
movement to force British concessions. At 
one meeting in Amritsar, the British authorities 
opened fire on protestors, killing nearly 400 
of them. Gandhi did not answer violence with 
violence, although sporadic riots erupted in 
the 1920s. In 1930, he symbolically declared 
Indian independence and conducted a “salt 
satyagraha,” marching to the sea near Gujarat 
to make salt, which was illegal because 
manufacture of salt was a government monopoly. 
Another Act in 1935 allowed more Indians 
to vote, but still this did not satisfy Gandhi 
and the INC. World War Il suspended the main 
independence drive, but by its end calls for 
Indian independence swelled again, with a 
force almost impossible for Britain to resist. 


(A line of workers lie down to block 
strikebreakers from entering a workshop 
gate in 1930, as part of Gandhi's satyagraha 
protest movement. 
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The partition of India 


AJ INDIA, PAKISTAN, BANGLADESH % AUGUST 14-15, 1947 


In 1945, the British government sent a 
delegation of Cabinet ministers to India to 

try to secure agreement between the Hindu- 
dominated Indian National Congress (INC; see 
facing page) and the Muslim League on terms 
for the country’s independence. They failed, 

and communal tensions between Muslims and 
Hindus festered: on August 16, 1946, the Muslim 
League leader, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, organized 


») MAHATMA GANDHI 


Born in Gujarat, India, Mohandas K. Gandhi 
(1869-1948) studied law in London. He moved 

to South Africa in 1893, where he helped found 
the Natal Indian Congress to lobby for greater 
civil rights for Indians. Returning to India in 1915, 
he became involved in the INC. His insistence on 
nonviolence and a united India sometimes put 
him at odds with other independence leaders, but 


he earned the name Mahatma (“great soul”) for his 8 Three policemen lie injured following riots 
calm devotion to the cause. He was assassinated in the Punjabi city of Lahore over the decision 
in 1948 by a Hindu extremist. to incorporate it within the borders of the new 


state of Pakistan. 


a “Direct Action Day” in a bid to secure a separate 
state for Muslims. The ensuing riots led to the 
deaths of thousands. 

The British will to remain in control of the 
country had by now ebbed away, and they 
realized that the only way they were going to 
be able to withdraw from India was to partition 
the country and transfer power to two separate 
governments. In July 1947, the British government 
passed the Indian Independence Act, ordering the 
demarcation of India and Pakistan. 


Post-independence massacres 
On August 14-15, 1947, the two new states 
gained their independence, sparking an exodus 
of millions of Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs who 
found themselves on what they saw as the 
wrong side of the border. Fighting erupted 
between India and Pakistan over the disputed 
region of Kashmir. As many as two million 
died in the appalling carnage of inter-community 
violence that tarnished the first days of the 
infant countries. 
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King Muhammad V 
of Morocco returned 
home from French- 
imposed exile late 

in 1955. 


Decolonialization 


At the end of World War II, European powers, in particular the 
British, French, Portuguese, and Dutch, still controlled large 
colonial empires, and there was mostly no timetable for granting 
the colonies their independence. Yet within ten years, most of 
Asia—and in a further 20 years, almost all of Africa—had achieved 
freedom, leaving only small islands or other isolated territories under 


European colonial rule. 


Asian independence 

In Asia, it was mostly weakening colonial 
control as a result of World War Il that sparked 
independence movements, especially in India 
(see p.359). In Indochina the French struggled to 
beat back the rise of nationalists such as Ho Chi 
Minh, whose Vietminh fighters had occupied much 
of Vietnam. In the French Indochina War (1946- 
1954), the French army failed to dislodge the 
Vietminh from the north of Vietnam, and had to 
accept a division of the country into communist 


northern and capitalist southern states (see p.373). 


Independence for Africa 

In 1956, the US forced the French and British 
to back down from occupying the Suez Canal 
area in Egypt, and their will to hold onto their 
African possessions seemed to evaporate. 
Britain had already granted independence to 
Ghana in 1957, after which many former British 
colonies in Africa became sovereign nations: 
Tanganyika (now Tanzania) in 1961, Uganda 
in 1962, Kenya in 1963, and Zambia in 1964. 
Eventually only Rhodesia remained, to become 
Zimbabwe in 1980 (see p.375). 
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The wind of change is blowing through 
this continent. 


British prime minister Harold Macmillan to 
the South African parliament, February 3, 1960 


However, full independence was granted to most 
colonies in 1960. Only in Algeria, with its large 
minority of French settlers (the pieds noirs), did 
there seem any prospect of Paris retaining control. 
In 1958, the French colonial authorities staged 

a coup to prevent a perceived “weak” French 
government from granting concessions to the 
Algerian separatist group, FLN. Although the coup 
was put down by General Charles de Gaulle, 
fighting raged on until, in 1962, Algeria 

achieved independence. 


Political prisoners were freed onto the streets 


of Ghana's capital, Accra, in 1966. The last outposts 

Britain handed Hong Kong back to China in SA breathtaking 
French colonies in Africa followed a similar 1997, and the Chinese took Macao from the fireworks display 
path to independence, though France initially Portuguese in 1999. By 2000 only a handful of marked the transition 
sought to impose a conditional form of freedom colonial territories worldwide were still deemed Aare arene 
in which it continued to control the currency, unable to govern themselves. The colonial era the night of June 30- 
defense, and foreign affairs of former colonies. was at an end. July 1, 1997. 
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& An ancient symbol 
of Judaism, the Star of 
David was adopted in 
1948 as the emblem 
on the flag of the new 
State of Israel. 


A Jewish family at 
a kibbutz (agricultural 
commune) near Haifa 
in 1948. The formation 
of the State of Israel 
fulfilled dreams of 

a Jewish homeland. 


The birth of Israel 


PU ISRAEL a 1917-1949 


From the 1880s, many Jews emigrated to 
Ottoman-controlled Palestine with the aim 

of creating a Jewish state there. This goal 
was given focus when the First World Zionist 
Congress convened in Switzerland in 1897. 
In 1917, the British government drew up a new 
policy, the Balfour Declaration, that recognized 
the Zionist aim of a Jewish homeland. 


The British mandate 

The League of Nations granted Britain formal 
control of Palestine following the collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire after World War |. However, 

the British struggled to reconcile the very different 
political agendas of Arab and Jewish groups. 


Jewish-Arab violence also troubled Britain's 
authorities, who in 1939 called the St. James 
Conference to reconcile the two sides. This failed, 
and the British subsequently conceded to Arab 
demands for restrictions on Jewish immigration. 
However, Jewish fortunes were reversed 
when the question of allowing Jews to migrate 
to Israel became a moral rather than political 
issue following the Holocaust of World War Il (see 
pp.328-9). In 1946 US president Harry S. Truman 
endorsed a proposal to issue 100,000 entry 
permits to Jews from Europe, and the British 
determination to hold onto their mandate cracked. 
A concerted campaign of violence to evict 
the British from Palestine was also having its 
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effect, in part spearheaded by the Haganah—the 
official Jewish paramilitary force—as well as more 
extremist groups such as Irgun Zvai Leumi and the 
Stern Gang. 


The UNSCOP plan 

By February 1947 the British despaired of 
working out a plan for Palestine, and handed 
matters over to the United Nations (UN), whose 
Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) 
produced a report in August that proposed 
partitioning the territory into an Arab zone 

of some 44 percent of the land, with a Jewish 
state receiving around 56 percent. Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem were to remain UN-controlled in 
this complex, and in truth unworkable, mosaic. 


Civil war 
The British announced they would withdraw on 
May 15, 1948, and fighting erupted as the Jewish 
and Arab sides sought to gain control of the areas 
assigned to them in the plan. On May 14, Zionist 
leader David Ben-Gurion declared the formation 
of the State of Israel, but already there was 
full-scale civil war. The fledgling Israeli state also 
beat back an invasion by six Arab countries that 
had intervened to support the Palestinian Arabs. 
By November Jewish forces had secured not only 
the sector assigned to them, but large additional 
areas. This sent a stream of at least 500,000 Arab 
refugees into neighboring Arab states, where 
many of them and their descendants remain. 


The bombing by 
Jewish extremists of 
Jerusalem's King David 
Hotel on July 22, 1946, 
crushed the morale of 
the British in Palestine. 


)) DAVID BEN-GURION 


Born David Grin in Russian-controlled Poland, 
David Ben-Gurion (1886-1973) was involved in 
Zionist activities by his mid-teens. In 1906, he 
arrived in Palestine, establishing the first workers’ 
agricultural commune. Deported by the Ottoman 
authorities in 1915, Ben-Gurion spent World War | 
in New York, before returning to help establish a 
Zionist trade union movement in Palestine. He held 
the office of prime minister of Israel twice (from 1948 
to 1953 and from 1955 to 1963) before finally retiring 
from political life in 1970. 
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The Arab-Israeli conflict 


fU MIDDLE EAST & 1948 TO PRESENT 


Israeli soldiers 

fire shells at Syrian 
positions on the Golan } 
Heights during the m 
Yom Kippur War =} 
in October 1973. j 


By July 1949, Israel had signed armistice 
agreements with the Arab countries that 
had invaded in 1948 (see p.363), but as a 
result the Palestinians, who had fled their 
homes during the fighting, were deprived 
of any prospect of immediate return. 

In their refugee camps, mostly in Lebanon 
and the area on the West Bank of the Jordan, they 
became the responsibility of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which 
operated programs to relieve their plight. 


Continued fighting 

Bitterness between Israel and Arab countries 
broke out into open warfare on a number of 
further occasions. In 1956, the Israelis joined 


in the Anglo-French operation to occupy 
the Suez Canal after its nationalization by 
Egyptian president Nasser, and they briefly 
occupied much of the strategic Sinai Desert. 

In May 1967, a mutual defense pact between 
Egypt, Lebanon, and Syria looked likely to turn 
into an invasion of Israel, which provoked the 
Israelis to a preemptive strike. In the ensuing 
Six Days’ War, the Israelis destroyed much of 
the Egyptian Air Force on the ground and made 
large territorial gains in the Sinai from Egypt, 
took much of the West Bank (including East 
Jerusalem) from Jordan, and seized parts of 
the Golan Heights from Syria. These areas 
became known as the Occupied Territories. 

In 1973, Egypt and Syria launched an attack 


I come bearing an olive branch in 
one hand, and the freedom fighter’s gun 


in the other. 


Yasser Arafat, PLO chairman, November 1974 


on Israel on Yom Kippur—the Jewish Day of 
Atonement—when they knew much of the Israeli 
military would be at religious observances. The 
Arab forces made significant early advances, 
but the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) struck back, 
pushing their opponents back beyond the 1967 
lines. After the conflict, Israel was left with small 
territorial gains in the Golan Heights; the Arabs 
with nothing. 


The PLO 
Resorting to terrorist and guerrilla tactics, in 
1964 the Palestinians founded the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO), which for the next 
40 years aimed to help Palestinians realize their 
hopes of restoring some of their 1948 losses. 
Under the leadership of Yasser Arafat from 
1969, the PLO sponsored guerrilla raids on Israeli 
and military targets. It also hijacked international 
aircraft and murdered members of the Israeli 
Olympic team at the 1972 Munich games. 
Setbacks occurred when Jordan expelled militant 
Palestinians in 1970, and when PLO fighters were 
pushed out of Lebanon in 1985-1988. 


Moves for peace 

Israel evacuated the Sinai in 1979 following the 
Camp David Accords, signed by presidents Sadat 
of Egypt and Begin of Israel, but hopes for a more 
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permanent settlement proved illusory. In 1987, 
a low-level insurrection broke out among the 
Palestinians in Gaza and in the other Occupied 
Territories, eventually leading the Israeli 
government to soften its reluctance to negotiate 
with the Palestinian leadership. This led to the Oslo 
Accords of September 1993, which allowed the 
creation of a Palestinian Authority—led by Yasser 
Arafat—and the Palestinians’ gradual assumption 
of power over much of the Occupied Territories. 
However, opposition from extremists on both 
sides frittered away the chance for lasting peace. 
Suicide bombers from the radical Islamist 
Hamas movement struck several times in Israel in 
1993-1995, and on November 4, 1995, a Jewish 
extremist killed the Israeli prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. A new Palestinian intifada, or uprising, 
erupted in the fall of 2000, and since then, peace 
processes have offered the Palestinians less 
and less. The Israeli government has sponsored 
settlements on formerly Palestinian land and 
built a security wall isolating those Palestinian 
enclaves it does not seek to control directly. 
Radicalism has flourished on the Palestinian 
side, with Hamas taking power in Gaza in 2007. 
In 2014 the Israeli army invaded the Gaza Strip in 
response to rocket attacks on Israel from there. 
The 70-year Arab-Israeli conflict looks set to 
continue for a long time yet. 


Maa i Le 
~~ . 


A Yasser Arafat led 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organization from 1969 
until his death in 2004. 


@ Palestinian youths 
confront the Israeli 
army, angered by 

a Jewish settler’s 
massacre of 29 Arabs 
in the main mosque in 
Hebron, the West Bank, 
in February 1994. 
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Oil and politics 


The awareness among oil-producing nations that they could use the 
threat of cutting off oil exports as an economic weapon became much 
stronger after the foundation of the State of Israel in 1948, with one 
major oil embargo being put into place since then. Outside powers 
have also sought to exert political or direct military influence over 
oil-producing nations in a bid to ensure vital fuel supplies. 


The 1973 oil crisis 

An oil embargo formed part of the Arab 
response to the Six Days’ War with Israel in 1967 
(see p.364), but was largely ineffective due to 

a lack of solidarity between the oil-producing 
countries. This led to the foundation, in 1968, of 
the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC), a body whose purpose was 
to coordinate and control the use of oil as a 
political weapon. 

The Yom Kippur War of 1973 saw OAPEC flex 
its political muscles for the first time, as Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt put an embargo on shipments 
of crude oil to Western nations that were providing 
aid to Israel; this tripled world oil prices and 


& President Jimmy Carter greets Sheikh Anmed 
Yamani, Saudi Arabia's Minister of Oil and an 
architect of the OAPEC oil embargo of 1973. 


sent the world into recession. But the oil weapon 
has never again been used to such conspicuous 
effect: some members have always been tempted— 
by the higher profits that could be made—into 
sidestepping any restrictions or embargo. 

In the early 21st century, control of energy 
reserves and the means of their transmission 
remains an area of supreme concern for 
industrialized powers. Russia (which has 
massive natural gas fields) has become 
increasingly ready to threaten to cut off 
supplies or raise prices to countries whose 
foreign policies are not to its taste. 


(A large line for fuel in Nigeria, which exports 
most of its crude oil, leaving little for domestic use. 


The Iranian Revolution 
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AU IRAN @ 1979 


In the 1960s, Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, 
Shah (monarch) of Iran since 1941, 
embarked on a program of economic 

and social modernization, bolstered by 
Iran's vast oil reserves. In Iran's mosques, 
the teachings of the cleric Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini—in exile since 1964—were 
gaining ground. 

He preached an end 
to the Iranian monarchy, 
with its perceived 
insensitivity to 
traditional Shia Islam, 
and the installation 
of a theocracy guided 
by clerics. By 1978, 
demonstrations against 
the monarchy had - 
erupted, but were 
brutally suppressed 
by martial law. 


From monarchy to theocracy 
Fearing imminent revolution, the Shah fled 

Iran on January 16, 1979. Khomeini returned on 
February 1, and a popular referendum voted for 
an Islamic Republic. 

Anew constitution named Khomeini as Iran's 
supreme leader. Relations between the new 
regime and the US deteriorated when the 

US government permitted the Shah to enter 
the US for cancer treatment 
-| in October 1979. 
uy Demanding the Shah's return 

to Iran to face trial, student 
radicals invaded the US embassy 
in Tehran, taking 52 hostages and 
holding them for over a year. 
Despite a 2015 agreement on 
regulating Iran's nuclear industry, 
relations with the US remain 
troubled four decades after the 
hostage crisis. 


Iranian women 
demonstrators carry 
a placard bearing 
Ayatollah Khomeini’s 
portrait just after his 
return to Tehran. 
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The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
AU AFGHANISTAN && 1973-1988 


Muhammad Zahir Shah was deposed as king Islamic resistance group then declared a jihad 

of Afghanistan in a Marxist-led coup in 1973. (holy war) against the USSR and the PDPA. 

The People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan These Islamist mujahideen guerrillas fought 

(PDPA) government of Nur Muhammad Taraki off the Soviet troops, and even began to threaten 

and Hafizullah Amin then began a program of Soviet aircraft. 

secularization that offended conservative Muslims The war was vastly expensive for the USSR, 

and brutally suppressed dissent. and, in February 1988, under firm international 
When 50 Russian advisors were murdered pressure, President Mikhail Gorbachev announced 

in the Afghan city of Herat, the USSR invaded the withdrawal of Soviet troops, leaving the 

to restore order on December 24, 1978. An mujahideen and PDPA in a stalemate. 


(A Soviet-made AK-47 Kalashnikov 
assault rifle used by both Soviet soldiers 
and Afghan mujahideen fighters during 
the 1978-1988 conflict in Afghanistan. 


Indo—Pakistan wars 
{J INDIA-PAKISTAN BORDER %& 1947-1999 


When the British withdrew from India in 1947 
(see p.359), the partition of the Indian subcontinent 
between India and Pakistan left a question over 
the future of the princely state of Jammu and 
Kashmir. Faced with a Pakistani invasion of Poonch, 
part of his territory, the maharaja appealed to 
India for help and Indian forces secured the 
capital Srinagar and eastern Kashmir. The ensuing 
war continued until a ceasefire was agreed to in 
January 1949. 

The front lines solidified into a “Line of 
Control” across which the two sides occasionally 
skirmished, fighting two low-level wars there 
(in 1965 and 1999). A major Indo-Pakistan war 
erupted in 1971 when the breakaway regime of 
East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) successfully bid 
for independence from the Pakistani government, 
with significant military assistance from India. 


&) Child refugees fleeing for safety from 
fighting in East Pakistan during the 1971 
Indo—Pakistan war, which led to the region's 
independence as Bangladesh. 


The Iran-Iraq war 
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A IRAN-IRAQ BORDER 2% 1980-1988 


In 1979, Saddam Hussein (see p.393) became 
president of Iraq, following an internal coup 
in the ruling Ba'ath party. A man of unbridled 
ambition, he sought to reassert Iraq's position 
as a Strategic power in the Gulf region. 

The Iraqi regime was concerned about the 
possibility of Iran exporting its religious revolution 
(see p.367) to Iraq's large Shia minority, while 
a festering dispute over territorial rights in 
the Shatt al-Arab waterway threatened to erupt 
anew. Sensing a moment of weakness in Iran, 
Saddam ordered his forces across the border 
on September 22, 1980. The war, however, 
was not the walkover that he had expected. 


The Iranians defended fanatically, and by 
March 1981 the Iraqi offensive had stalled. 
By June 1982, the Iranians had recovered 
almost all the lost ground. 

Thereafter, however, neither side was 
able to deliver a knockout blow and the 
war degenerated into a series of offensives 
that gained little ground at huge cost, as 
well as sparking the “War of the Cities’— 
missile attacks on major cities. Finally, both 
sides accepted that neither could force a 
victory and agreed to a ceasefire in August 
1988, with little to show for the war's 
1 million casualties. 


The first Gulf War 


A KUWAIT, IRAQ %& AUGUST 1990-FEBRUARY 1991 


In August 1990, the Iraqi president Saddam 
Hussein invaded the small Gulf sheikhdom 
of Kuwait. He claimed it as a province of Iraq, 
with more than half an eye on the country’s 
vast oil reserves, which might help him cover 
the $100 billion cost of the war with Iran in 
1980-1988 (see above). The Iraqi army faced 
precious little resistance to its invasion and 
the Kuwaiti emir fled. 


Operation Desert Storm 

The international community was not prepared 
to acquiesce, and a series of United Nations 
Resolutions demanded Iraqi withdrawal. 

US President George H.W. Bush (president 
1989-1993) built an international coalition, including 
many Arab countries. On January 15-16, 1991, 
the coalition forces launched Operation Desert 
Storm, an air offensive that destroyed military 
and strategic targets. 

This was followed by a massive land 
assault on February 24 known as Operation 
Desert Sabre. Within less than a week the 
Iraqi army had retreated from Kuwait and 
coalition forces had penetrated southern 
Iraq; then they pulled out, leaving Hussein 
still in power. 


As the Iraqi forces retreated from Kuwait 
they set off a series of fires in the oilfields, 
which took weeks to extinguish and caused 
severe environmental damage. 
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Communist China 


A CHINA & 1949-PRESENT 


In October 1934, Chinese Communists, largely 
confined by their rivals in the nationalist KMT 
party to rural areas, abandoned their Jianxi base, 
broke through a nationalist blockade, and began 
the “Long March” to find a safer refuge. A trek 
of around 6,200 miles (10,000 km) ensued, and 
by the time the Communists established a new 
headquarters at Yan’an in October 1935, only 
around a tenth of the 80,000 marchers survived. 
The Communists, now led by Mao Zedong, 
regrouped and in July 1946 launched a civil war 
to wrest control of China from the nationalists. 
Despite serious initial setbacks, Mao's forces were 
able to recruit reinforcements and in the winter of 
1947 made gains in Manchuria. The nationalists’ 
best armies perished there and throughout 1948 
were in retreat. Finally, in January 1949, Mao 


)) MAO ZEDONG 


8 Actors during the Cultural Revolution 
(1966-1976) perform a play criticizing Confucius, 
who was seen as symbolic of traditional 
conservative thinking. 


Born into a peasant family 
in Hunan, Mao Zedong 
(1893-1976) moved to 
Beijing in 1919 and 
encountered communism 
for the first time. He joined 
the Chinese Communist 
Party at its inception in 
1921 and, in 1927, led the 
abortive “Autumn Harvest” 
communist uprising. He 
took control of the party in 
1935. His long tenure as 
leader of China from 1949 
to 1976 left an indelible 
stamp on the country. 


entered Beijing in triumph, while the remaining 
nationalists fled to the island of Taiwan to establish 
a Republic of China, with the aim of rivaling the 
Communist People’s Republic of China (PRC). 
Initially the PRC aligned itself politically with the 
USSR, agreeing to a Treaty of Alliance and Mutual 
Assistance in 1950. But in the 1960s Chinese 
resentment at the cost of the Korean War (see 
p.372), in which Stalin had encouraged Chinese 
involvement—and a territorial dispute that erupted 
into military clashes in March 1969 with the USSR 
itself—strained the relationship. 

Domestically, Mao encouraged a radical 
program of industrialization, in 1958 beginning 
the “Great Leap Forward,” in which industrial 
and agricultural cooperatives were amalgamated 
into communes and industrial targets raised. At 
first it seemed as if China had achieved spectacular 
increases in output, but later evidence showed 
that these policies had caused disastrous famines. 
In 1966, the Cultural Revolution was launched, 
with the aim of cleansing the country of 


| or al 


President Nixon’s 

visit to China in 1972 

was the start of an 

improved relationship 
/ between the US 

and the communist 

Chinese government. 


“bourgeois” influences. Children were recruited 
as Red Guards, and were encouraged to inform 
on schoolteachers and relatives who showed 
any signs of dissent against the regime. 

After Mao's death in 1976, his wife Jiang Qing 
and a party faction known as the “Gang of Four” 
tried to seize power, but were arrested and jailed. 
Instead, for the following 15 years China was 
led by Deng Xiaoping, who introduced a series of 
measures aimed at turning the Chinese economy 
away from centralized planning, increasing the 
volume of foreign trade, and encouraging foreign 
investment into China. 

These new policies reaped spectacular 
rewards, with the Chinese economy growing 
at a rate often around 10 percent each year. 
When other communist regimes collapsed 
one by one in 1988, China experienced its own 
pro-democracy movement, which for a time in 
June 1989 seemed as if it might even dent the 
party's political monopoly. But Premier Li Peng 
ordered the army to act, and on June 4, 1989, 
troops opened fire on the protestors in Beijing's 
Tiananmen Square, killing some 400 to 800 of 
them. No opposition movement on a similar 
scale emerged again. The implicit bargain with 
the Chinese people became that in exchange 
for economic well-being, there would be no 
modification of the Communist Party's central 
role and that all dissent would be suppressed. 


@ The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 

is the largest army in the world, with 
more than 2.25 million service personnel 
in its army, navy, and air forces. 
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The Korean War 


PU KOREA 38 1950-1953 


Korea, annexed by Japan in 1910, was partitioned 
following Japan's surrender in World War Il. The 
division line, at latitude 38°N, was known as the 
“38th parallel.” Soviet forces occupied land north 
of this line, while the US held the south. In 1949, 


The first Indochina War 


both Soviet and US forces withdrew, and tensions 
between North and South Korea began to rise. 
Finally, on June 25, 1950, the communist leader of 
North Korea, Kim Il Sung, ordered an invasion 

of the south. A United Nations Command (UNC) 
made up mostly of US forces was sent to assist 
the south, but they and the South Korean troops 
were soon penned into a small area in the 
southernmost tip of the peninsula. 

In September, General Douglas MacArthur, 
commander of the UNC forces, landed troops 
150 miles (240 km) farther north at Incheon, 
catching the North Koreans off guard. By October, 
UNC forces had crossed the 38th parallel and 
moved north to the Chinese border. The Chinese 
government quickly launched a counteroffensive, 
and pushed the UNC forces back south of the 
38th parallel. 


The end of the war 

The war dragged on for a further two years. 
Finally, in July 1953, the two sides signed an 
armistice, leaving the dividing line between the 
two Koreas close to the 38th parallel, more or 
less exactly where it had been before the war 
had started. 


US Marines prepare to disembark 
at Incheon, Korea, in September 1950. 
The offensive drove pro-communist 
forces back to the Chinese border. 


PU INDOCHINA & 1947-1954 


At the end of World War Il, northern Vietnam 
came under the control of Ho Chi Minh’s 
communist Vietminh movement, while the 
French reestablished their administration 
over what they had named “Indochina” only 

in the south. Attempts to reach political accord 
failed; there was fierce fighting throughout 
1947-1948, which flared up again in 1950. The 
able Vietminh general Vo Nguyen Giap thwarted 
all French offensives and then delivered a final 


blow at the Battle of Dien Bien Phu, where a 
heavily fortified French position was overrun 
in May 1954. 


The Geneva conference 

The French will to resist was shattered. On July 21, 
1954, a peace conference held in Geneva agreed to 
a formal partition of Vietnam along the 17th parallel, 
dividing the country between a communist north 
and a Western-aligned south. 


The Vietnam War 
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A VIETNAM 3 1963-1973 


The division of Vietnam in 1954 did not 

bring peace. Fearing the spread of communism 
in the region during 1955, US President 
Dwight Eisenhower (1890-1969) helped 

the anti-communist Ngo Dinh Diem to 

take power in the south via dubious elections, 
and sent the government hundreds of military 
advisers. The North Vietnamese reacted by 
encouraging those in the South who opposed 
Diem—the Vietcong—to take up arms against 
the South. 


The US military campaign 

The US became drawn ever deeper into the 
conflict, dispatching more than $500 million of 
US aid to South Vietnam by the end of 1963. 

In August 1964, US president Lyndon B. 
Johnson used an attack by North Vietnamese 
boats on a US military vessel in the Gulf of 
Tonkin as a pretext to authorize retaliatory raids 
on North Vietnam. The first US Marines arrived 
in South Vietnam in March 1965, and by July they 


exceeded 50,000. At the peak of the US deployment, 

in April 1969, there were 543,000 US troops in 

Vietnam (as well as 47,000 Australians and a New 

Zealand contingent). A formidable US bombing 

campaign, Operation Rolling Thunder, failed to dent 

the Vietcong resistance, and growing US casualties 

sapped support at home for continued involvement. 
A bold series of attacks by the Vietcong 

on South Vietnamese cities in January 1968 

(the “Tet Offensive”) also unnerved the Americans, 

and in August 1969 they began to “Vietnamize” 

the conflict by withdrawing their forces. On 

January 27, 1973, the US signed the Paris 

Peace Accord by which US forces would leave 

Vietnam within 60 days. Deprived of US backing, 

the South Vietnamese regime survived until 

April 1975, when the southern capital Saigon 

fell to the Vietminh. 


& The Vietnam War was the first conflict in which 
helicopters played an important role. Here, a US 
Chinook resupplies US forces. 


Dog tags were 
used by the US 
armed forces in 
Vietnam as an 
easy means to 
identify soldiers 
who had been 
killed in battle. 
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& The skyline of 
Pudong in Shanghai, 
China, with its modern, 
high-tech buildings, 

is a dramatic contrast 
to Asian cities of even 
a few decades earlier. 


Japan, China, and the tiger economies 


AU EASTASIA 3 1945-PRESENT 


After World War Il, Allied forces led by US General 
MacArthur occupied Japan for six years. MacArthur 
worked with Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida to 
draft a new democratic constitution for Japan and 
reconstruct the Japanese economy. 


An economic miracle 

From the mid-1950s, the Japanese economy 
entered a period of rapid growth. Having 
established heavy industries, such as coal, iron, 
and steel, the emphasis in Japanese industry 
shifted in the 1960s to specialist high-tech 
production, including a lucrative role in the 
new computing industry. 

The 1973 oil crisis (see p.366) caused a temporary 
setback, but by the 1990s Japan’s economy was 
second in size only to that of the US. The long 
economic boom came to an end in the late 1990s, 
as an overvalued currency and excessive lending 
by banks finally resulted in a dramatic slowdown 
that lasted more than a decade. 


The Asian tigers 

From the mid-1960s, Japan’s economic record had 
been matched by South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, 
and Hong Kong—a group that was nicknamed 

“the tigers.” In the 1990s a second wave of tigers 
included Thailand, Malaysia, and also China, whose 
rapid growth in the 1990s placed it in the first rank 
of world economic powers. 


In the 21st century, Asian manufacturing 
continues to lead the way in consumer goods, 
electronics (such as this flat-screen television), 
and technology. 


However, Thailand was to overstretch itself, 

and in 1997, foreign investors began rapidly 
withdrawing funds, leading to the collapse of 
the Thai currency. Panic in the financial sector 
spread to other parts of the Asian economies, 
as investors offloaded their Asian assets. It took 
some years for the tigers to recover, but they did 
so, confounding expectations. Of this group, China 
emerged the most economically powerful—even 
after the global economic crisis of 2008—and by 
2017 it was challenging the US for the title of 
the world’s largest economy. 


AFRICA 


The modern history of most African states has been troubled. 
Decolonialization created nations that cut across ethnic divides, 

in many cases leading to civil war. Despite Africa’s rich reserves 

of oil, diamonds, and some metals (including gold), inadequate 
infrastructures hampered attempts to develop modern economies, 
while many African leaders chose dictatorship over democracy, doing 
little to enable their countries to compete on the global market. 


Rhodesia and UDI 


A RHODESIA (NOW ZIMBABWE) & 1962-PRESENT 


In 1962 elections in Southern Rhodesia put 

the pro-white Rhodesian Front back in power. 
In 1964, its leader lan Smith made a show of 
negotiating with Britain over independence 

for Rhodesia, on terms that would reflect the 
will of its black majority. Smith had no intention 
of allowing black Rhodesians any real political 
power, and on November 11, 1965, confronted 
the British with a unilateral declaration of 
independence (UDI). 


The UDI regime 

The British government instantly isolated the 
rebel colony, and the UN condemned the UDI 

as the act of “a racist minority.” But despite the 
imposition of sanctions, lan Smith continued to 
rule. African nationalist groups, notably ZANU, 
under Ndabaningi Sithole, came to realize that 
merely lobbying for black majority rule was futile, 
and were prepared to fight. Smith faced a growing 
guerrilla insurgency, which placed enormous 
strain on Rhodesia’s resources. 


Modern Zimbabwe 

Isolated by the collapse of Portuguese rule in 
Mozambique and Angola in 1973, and with the 
insurgency reaching the heart of the country by 
1976, the Rhodesian government finally agreed 
to a new constitution in 1978. A moderate black 
nationalist faction under Bishop Abel Muzorewa 
took power in 1979, but elections in February 1980 


lan Smith gives a press conference in 
London shortly before the end of talks that 
hoped to avert UDI. 


returned the hard-line Robert Mugabe, by then 
leader of ZANU, who remained Zimbabwe's leader 
for the following four decades. 
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& Robert Mugabe, who 
rose to prominence in 
the 1960s, became 
president of Zimbabwe 
in 1987. 
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Post-colonial Africa 


PU AFRICA % 1960-PRESENT 


The end of European rule in Africa left more 
than 50 independent countries facing myriad 
challenges, often exacerbated by years of 
colonialism or created by the legacy of the 
borders that colonial powers had imposed. 

The advent of the Cold War (see pp.338-9) in 
the 1940s had aggravated Africa’s problems, 
as the continent became a proxy battlefield 
between the superpowers. In the Horn of Africa, 
Cold War tensions exploded into open warfare, 
as Ethiopia saw the overthrow in 1974 of Emperor 
Haile Selassie by a Marxist group, the Derg, led 
by Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam. With Soviet 
and Cuban backing, Mengistu secured most of 
Ethiopia. He also became involved in a war in the 
Ogaden Desert with Somalia in 1977, a country 
that then became a US ally until it dissolved into 
total chaos after 1991. 


Famine and civil war 
A growing insurgency against the Derg and the 
regime's policies of agricultural centralization 
contributed to severe famines in Ethiopia in 
1984-1985, in which as many as a million may 
have died. Climate change (see pp.386-7) 
and continued instability in the region have 
meant that government policy continues to be 
dominated by crisis responses to famine rather 
than long-term solutions. 

Marxist groups also seized power in Angola 


and Mozambique after the Portuguese government 


abruptly decided to withdraw its colonial control 
in 1973. In both cases, long-running civil war 
broke out. In Angola, conflict between the Marxist 
MPLA and the anti-communist UNITA movement 
of Jonas Savimbi finally ended only with Savimbi’s 
death in 2002. 

The dubious worth of Europe's legacy to Africa 
was demonstrated in the Belgian Congo, which 
achieved independence in 1960 under Patrice 
Lumumba, but almost instantly suffered the 
secession of the copper-rich province of Katanga. 
The Belgians sent back troops to Congo, 
intervening on the side of the Katangan leader 
Moise Tshombe, before a United Nations force 
displaced them. Out of this appalling mess the 


real winner was Joseph Mobutu, the army Chief of 
Staff, who obtained the presidency in 1965, a post 
he held until 1997. In common with many African 
dictators, he viewed the country’s treasury as his 
personal cash cow, sequestering huge sums that 
impoverished his nation through both the direct 
losses and the corruption that it encouraged. 


Rwanda and Zimbabwe 

Rwanda had been French-administered from the 
end of World War I to its independence in 1964, 
and the colonial regime had done nothing to ease 
tensions between the two main ethnic groups: 


Hutu and Tutsi. A Hutu massacre 
of Tutsis in 1964 foreshadowed 
the genocide of 1994, when Hutu 
Interahamwe militias slaughtered 
some 500,000 Tutsis as the Tutsi-led 
RPF fought its way to the capital of 
Kigali. The RPF, led by Paul Kagame, 
took power, but many Hutus fled to 
Zaire, where they became involved 
in a multi-sided civil war. 

Zimbabwe had entered 
independence as one of the stronger 


African economies, but it suffered a dramatic 
deterioration in fortunes under Robert Mugabe, 
whose regime became increasingly autocratic. 
From 2000, “veterans” of the struggle for 
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A sign warns of land mines in 
Mozambique, a hazard that persisted 
years after the end of the civil war 
there in 1992. 


independence seized many 
white-owned farms, crippling the 
agricultural economy. By 2008, 

the economy was in tatters, basic 
services had seized up, and inflation 
reached almost unmeasurably high 
levels. Despite a power-sharing 
agreement signed between 


Mugabe and Morgan Tsvangirai in September 
2008, Mugabe refused to cede power, and 
the political and economic prospects for the 


country look grim. 
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© Refugees of the 
inter-ethnic fighting 
in Rwanda in 1994, 

in which thousands 
of Tutsis were 
slaughtered. Large 
numbers of Hutus also 
died in its aftermath. 
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The end of apartheid 


PU SOUTH AFRICA 38 1958-1999 


Dr. Hendrik Verwoerd, South Africa's prime 
minister between 1958 and 1966, drew up 
the system of apartheid—an Afrikaans word 
meaning “separateness’—in which legalized 
segregation discriminated against the country’s 
nonwhite population. 

Apartheid controlled where nonwhites could 
live and work, as well as their movements, 
and denied them political rights. Initially, 
European powers, still the masters of colonial 
holdings in Africa, did nothing to oppose the 
inequalities this created. 


In 1960 police turned their guns on a nonviolent 
demonstration held by the anti-apartheid 
group the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) in 
Sharpeville, killing 69 people and injuring 

180 more. The massacre triggered a shift to 
more militant tactics among activists. 

In 1961, Nelson Mandela became leader of the 
military wing of the African National Congress 
(ANC) Party, beginning a campaign of sabotage 
against government installations. He and other 
ANC members were arrested and sentenced 
to life imprisonment. 


Apartheid persists 

As the 1970s and 1980s progressed, violence 
escalated and resentment grew at a system of 
Bantustans—impoverished enclaves to which 
Blacks were relocated as a substitute for any 


Never, never, 
and never again 
Shall it be that this 
beautiful land will 
again experience 
the oppression 
of one by another. 


Nelson Mandela, May 9, 1994 


)) NELSON MANDELA 


Born in the Eastern Cape, South Africa, 

Nelson Rolhlahla Mandela (1918-2013) 

was an early anti-apartheid activist, and after 
the Sharpeville Massacre in 1960 joined in the 
ANC’s move to a more violent struggle. He was 
arrested in August 1962 and served 27 years in 
prison. Mandela emerged in 1990 to become a 
powerful voice arguing for peaceful reconciliation 
between South Africa’s communities, and served 
as the country’s first nonwhite president from 
1994 to 1999. 


real rights. The police and military clamped 
down on dissent, violating human rights. A series 
of anti-government riots, which began in Soweto 
in June 1976, ended 16 months later after between 
600 and 700 people had been killed. 

Two events weakened South Africa’s position. 
First, its Rhodesian allies lost power in 1979 
(see p.375) and second, in 1986, the international 
community imposed economic sanctions on 
the country. Yet still the government shied 
away from real reform. 


The end of apartheid 

It took a new government 
administration to open the way 
for change. In 1989, the country 
elected F.W. de Klerk as president, 
and he soon lifted bans on the 
ANC and other opposition groups. 
On February 11, 1990, Nelson 
Mandela was released from the 
Robben Island prison where he had 
been held since 1963 and, setting 
aside any bitterness from nearly 
30 years of incarceration, he began 


talks with the de Klerk government on ways to 
achieve a transition to Black majority rule. There 
were grave obstacles, including the question 
of how to reconcile different views from political 
and tribal factions among the Black community, and 
strong opposition to change from many Whites. 
A Convention for a Democratic South Africa 
met on December 20, 1991, to thrash out the 
issues, and a referendum among Whites in 
March 1992—which delivered a 68-percent 
vote for change—bolstered de Klerk. 
Negotiations resumed in March 1993 and 
finally, on April 26-28, 1994, South Africa 
held its first elections open to 
universal suffrage. On May 10, 
1994, Nelson Mandela became 
President of South Africa, a post 
he held until 1999, as the last 
vestiges of the apartheid system 
were swept away. 


@ South Africa’s ANC flag 
displays a spear—a symbol 
of resistance to colonial and 
apartheid rule. 


& Corrugated 

iron shacks in the 
Soweto township 

are characteristic of 
the living conditions 
of many black South 
Africans during 
apartheid, and beyond. 
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New challenges 


In the early 1990s, following the collapse of communism and the 
end of the Cold War, it seemed for some that “history had ended” 
and the world had overcome the challenges it once faced. Yet 
soon the advent of dangerous new diseases, an awareness of 
man-made damage to the environment, the rise of radical Islamic 
terror networks, increasing flows of refugees, and a resurgence 

of populism and nationalism in Europe and the US created 

a challenging environment for 21st-century governments. 


Biotechnology 


AU GLOBAL * 1945-PRESENT 


The founding of the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 1945 signaled 
an international desire to enhance crops and 
eradicate hunger. In 1960, the International 
Rice Research Institute was established in the 
Philippines to improve rice production. Its work 
has helped rice farmers to increase output by 
an average of 2.5 percent each year since 1965. 
Known as the Green Revolution, this transformation 
has gone a long way to support the burgeoning 
population of less developed countries. 


Scientists tend to a greenhouse of GM 
crops. The problem of cross-contamination 
of non-GM crops by pollen from GM crops 
has caused great controversy. 


GM Foods and cloning 

In the 1990s, scientists developed the technique 
of Genetic Modification (GM) to alter plants’ 
genetic material and so create crops with better 
disease and pest resistance. In late 1996 and 
early 1997, it emerged that the US company 
Monsanto had been shipping soybeans containing 
GM material to European ports, resulting ina 
storm of controversy and strong public fears 
in Europe about the long-term effects of 
consuming GM foods. 

In July 1996, a sheep (“Dolly”) that had been 
grown from an adult sheep cell (or cloned) was 
born, giving rise to concerns that the science of 
biotechnology had far outrun any consideration 
of the ethical aspects of such manipulations. 
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Medical advances and new diseases 


AJ GLOBAL * 1967—PRESENT 


The past century has produced astonishing 
advances in medicine, most notably the discovery 
of penicillin—the first antibiotic—by Alexander 
Fleming in 1928. By the 1950s, antibiotics were 
being used to provide treatments for many killer 
diseases, such as syphilis and tuberculosis. 


Advances and challenges 
Scientists pushed forward other medical 
boundaries, too. In 1967, surgeons carried out 
the first successful human heart transplant. 

However, while some infectious diseases 
were eradicated (the last recorded case of 
naturally occurring smallpox was in Somalia 
in 1977), many old killers, such as cholera 
and typhoid, have persisted in underdeveloped 
countries. As many as 40,000 people a day 
die from diseases caught by drinking water 
contaminated by sewage. 


& In 2013, an outbreak of the Ebola virus in 
Guinea, West Africa, spread to cause more than 
11,000 deaths. Here, Red Cross volunteers 
disinfect a Guinean hospital in 2014. 


The rise of “new” diseases 
The sexually transmitted disease AIDS, 
caused by the HIV virus, was first identified 
among homosexual men in the US in 1981. 

HIV spread globally, and by 2015, AIDS had 
caused 35 million deaths worldwide, with a 
further 33 million people infected with HIV. 
Outbreaks of the acute respiratory disease 
SARS in 2002-2003, and Mexican “swine ‘flu,” a 
strain of the influenza virus that crossed over 
from pigs to humans in 2009, have provoked 
fears that it is only a matter of time before a 
pandemic occurs on the scale of the “Spanish 
Flu” that killed up to 20 million people just 
after World War I. 
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A Since the early 
1990s, the red ribbon 
has become a symbol 
for HIV/AIDS awareness. 


384 | THE MODERN WORLD 1914—-PRESENT 


& Barcodes first 
appeared on products 
in the US in 1974, and 
are now a powerful 
tool for tracking goods 
as they make their way 
around the world. 


Globalization 


The increasing interconnectedness of the world economy, with 
multinational companies cutting across many different jurisdictions, 
has been termed “globalization.” Global consumption of uniform 
products has led to concerns about the erosion of different cultures 
and the fear that individual governments have become almost 
powerless in comparison to the enormous power wielded by 


global corporations. 


The growth of global trade 


The process of globalization has, in one sense, 


been going on ever since agricultural villages 
began trading with more distant neighbors 

in the Neolithic age. The events of the mid- to 
late 20th century, however, were of an entirely 
different order. 

In 1944, representatives of 44 nations met 
at Bretton Woods in the US to establish the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to increase 
world trade through cooperation between 


nations. It was a first sign that the world 
needed an international approach to tackle 
the globalization of the world economy. 

From the 1980s onward, many governments 
began to liberalize their economies, 
privatizing state assets and encouraging 
“open” competitive markets. The volume of 
goods traded worldwide each year in the early 
21st century was approximately 22 times larger 
than that in 1950. Global bodies such as the 
World Trade Organization—established in 


1995, and with 164 member 
countries by 2016—set ground rules 
for international trade and solved 
disputes between governments. The 
idea behind these organizations 
was that easier international trade 
would result in greater growth in 
the world economy and greater 
prosperity for its people. The 

advent of the Internet and digital 
communications from the 1990s 
added new dimensions to the 
world’s economic infrastructure, 
making international trade quicker 
and more efficient and the exchange 
of information almost instantaneous. 


Anti-globalization 

However, globalization has potentially negative 
effects, too. Multinational companies can shift 
production to countries where labor costs are lower 
or health-and-safety legislation is less stringent, 
cutting their costs and increasing profits. By the 
21st century many service jobs—such as those in 
customer service call centers—had been transferred 


NEW CHALLENGES | 385 


{4 A McDonald’s restaurant 
in Kuwait City. The “golden 
arches” are a potent symbol 
of globalization. 


from high-cost Western countries 
to lower-wage developing 
countries. Moves such as this 
have led to an anti-globalization 
movement, protesting at 
international agreements that 
appear to ignore the interests 

of people in both industrialized 
and developing nations. 

Feelings that globalization and 
free trade may have damaged 
domestic industries contributed to the election 
of Donald Trump as US president in 2016. His 
message that American economic priorities should 
come before a commitment to economic openness 
was attractive to many. Governments in many 
other countries, especially in Europe, faced similar 
challenges among elements in their electorates 
who felt left behind economically. By 2017, 
globalization was, for the first time, facing serious 
political challenges. 


© Acar lot outside 
a Toyota factory 
near Derby, UK. 

The Japanese car 
company began 
assembling vehicles 
overseas in 1964. 
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Arecycling 
symbol, a sign of 
increasing efforts 
worldwide to reduce 
the burden of waste. 


Climate change and the green movement 


AJ GLOBAL *® 1988-PRESENT 


Since the Industrial Revolution (see pp.264-5), 
average global temperatures have risen by about 
1.44°F (0.8°C). This warming has accelerated in 
the last four decades, so that between 2000 and 
2015 the world experienced 15 of the warmest 
years on record. Many experts believe human 
activity is to blame for this change in the Earth's 
climate, and are calling for urgent action to 
prevent a global crisis and protect the planet 
for future generations. 


The Greenhouse Effect 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) was set up in 1988 to investigate climate 
change. In 2014, the IPCC produced a report that 
projected rises in temperature of between 4.7 and 


8.6°F (2.6 and 4.8°C) by the end of the 21st century. 


The report concluded that a raised atmospheric 
concentration of the gas carbon dioxide (CO,) has 
intensified a natural phenomenon known as the 
“Greenhouse Effect.” This is a process by which 
the surface and atmosphere of the Earth are 
warmed as heat radiation from the sun is absorbed 


by “greenhouse” gases, including methane and CO. 
This effect is magnified as the climate of the Earth 


changes, because the warming oceans are 

less able to remove CO, from the atmosphere. 
Increasing industrialization has caused a rapid 
acceleration in the production of CO, emissions. 
Coal-burning power stations generate CO,, as do 
air, sea, and road traffic; for example, each of the 
260 million cars in the US produces more than five 
tons of the gas each year. 

There are several signs that global warming is 
starting to severely impact our environment, such as 
a dramatic retreat of glaciers in nonpolar regions, a 
diminution in sea ice around the Arctic, and a 
breakup of many ice shelves in the Antarctic. 
Changes in rainfall patterns in many regions of the 
world—tens of millions suffered from drought in 
Africa in the 1980s—and an increase in the number 
of severe weather events, such as hurricanes, 
floods, and droughts, are believed to be a result of 
climate change. 


Extinctions and deforestation 
Many animal species are now in danger of 
extinction. In its 2016 report, the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) found 
that in the Democratic Republic of the Congo alone, 


there were 235 animal species under threat—30 of 
them critically endangered. This situation has been 
aggravated by habitat loss, caused not only by 
the expansion of human populations into new 
areas—a process promoted by overpopulation— 
but also by environmental degradation caused at 
least in part by climate change. The world’s tropical 
forests play an important part in holding back 
global warming too, as they “inhale” CO,. Yet many 
of these forests are in retreat, having become the 
victims of overlogging or simply clearance for 
agricultural expansion. 


The green movement 

Many fear that climate change is becoming 
irreversible, though there is much lobbying for 
social change to help slow the trend, and perhaps 
even reverse it. Investment is increasing in 
renewable sources of energy, such as tidal, wind, 
and solar power; and in many developed economies, 
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Wind turbines can 
generate electricity 
with comparatively 
little impact on the 
environment. 


there is a push for consumers to recycle goods. 
Many policy makers continued to dispute the 
findings of global-warming experts, and they found 
a champion in US President Donald Trump, elected 
in 2016. Yet without urgent action, an increasing 
consensus believes that climate change will 
produce an environmental catastrophe. 


Future generations may well have 
occasion to ask themselves, ‘What were [As rainfall levels 


have fallen in many 


Our parents thinking’ , areas, desertification— 


encroachment by 
Al Gore, An Inconvenient Truth, 2006 deserts—has become 
an increasing problem. 


©) A large section of glacier sheers off 
into the sea. By the early 21st century, 
there were fears that rising global 
temperatures would cause large glacial 
sheets to melt, raising the level of sea 
globally and threatening low-lying coasts 
and islands with flooding. 
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® The Apple iPhone, 
released in 2007, 

put computer- 
processing power 
into a mobile handset. 
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The communications revolution 


AU GLOBAL % 1958-PRESENT 


Since World War I, advances in technology have 
transformed global communications and 
transportation systems. A journey that once took 
weeks by land or sea can now be made by air in 
hours, while huge amounts of data can be 
transmitted almost instantaneously across the 
world, at the click of a computer mouse. 


Road and air travel 

The 20th-century boom in travel was largely 
a result of advances in engine technology that 
permitted ever more powerful automobiles. 
Global statistics predict that by 2030 there 
will be 1.2 billion motor vehicles in use 
worldwide, operating on a network of roads 
that cross the land throughout the globe. 
More dramatic still has been the explosive 
growth in air travel since World War Il, reaching 
almost 3.6 billion passengers in 2016. 

In the Classical era, traveling from Rome to 
London would have taken weeks and enormous 
expense, but in the 21st century the journey can 
be made by air in fewer than three hours and for 
less than a day's average wage in either country. 


The rebirth of communication 

By the early 20th century, technological advances 
were making it possible to exchange messages 
instantly across the world by radio and telephone 
(see pp.268-9). Then, in 1958, the development of 
the microchip dramatically transformed the world 
of communications. Microchips provide the “brains” 
for computers, personal communications, and 
cell phones, allowing the storage and transmission 
of vast amounts of data, often merely at the touch 
of a button. 

A precursor to the Internet became operational 
in 1969, and the World Wide Web was made 
available to the public in 1991; while the first 
cellular telephone network went live in Chicago 
in 1978. The social media site Facebook 
was launched in 2004. These innovations are 
now ubiquitous, and citizens have information and 
communications tools with a power and scope 
unimaginable even 30 years ago. 


© Cell phone technology provides communication to 
remote villages, where the cost of installing fixed 
telephone cables is prohibitive. 
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On September 11, 2001, Islamic extremists 
launched successful attacks on the World Trade 
Center in New York City and the Pentagon in 
Washington DC. 


The US under attack 

At 8:46am American Airlines Flight 11 crashed 
into the World Trade Center’s north tower, 
followed by an attack on the south tower just 
16 minutes later by a hijacked United Airlines 
Flight 175. In all, around 2,750 people died. 
Then, at 9:37am, American Airlines Flight 77 
crashed into the Pentagon, killing a further 
184 people, and at 10:03am another 40 died 
when United Airlines Flight 93, probably bound 
for the Capitol Building or the White House 

in Washington DC, plowed into a field near 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 

There had never been such a damaging 
terrorist attack on US soil. The attackers had 
used simple methods—knives and the threat of 
bombs—to take over the aircraft, but the logistics 
of the operation were well thought out and clearly 
required months of planning. It took very little time 
for the prime suspect to emerge as al-Qaeda, an 
extremist Islamic terrorist network with bases in 
Afghanistan, led by Osama bin Laden. 


)) OSAMA BIN LADEN 
From a wealthy Saudi Arabian family, Osama 
bin Laden (1957-2011) joined the mujahideen 
fight in Afghanistan in the 1980s (see p.368). 
Around 1988 he founded al-Qaeda (“the base”), 


using extreme terror to oppose US policy 
toward Muslims. 


Today, our 
fellow citizens, 
our way of life, our 
very freedom, came 
under attack. 


President George W. Bush, 
September 11, 2001 
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& Smoke billows out from the World Trade Center, 
New York City, after the al-Qaeda terrorist attack 
on September 11, 2001. 
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& Taliban fighters 
near Kabul in February 
1995, after their rapid 
advance northward 
from Kandahar. 


The Afghan War 


AJ AFGHANISTAN & OCTOBER 2001-PRESENT 


The withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan 
in 1988 (see p.368) was followed by a bitter 

civil war, as the mujahideen commanders 
fought for control of the country. In reaction 

to this chaos, a new political faction arose, the 
Taliban (meaning “students”), who originated 

in the madrassas (religious schools) of the 


conservative southern province of Kandahar. 
From August 1994, the Taliban militia won victory 
after victory, finally capturing the Afghan capital 
Kabul in September 1996. 

The Taliban, under their leader Mullah 
Omar, instituted a regime of harsh Islamic 
rigor, gravely curtailing the rights of women 
and banning activities such as the playing of 
music or kite-flying, with severe (including 
capital) punishment for offenders. Only in the 
north of the country did a Northern Alliance 
resist, but they controlled only 10 percent of 
Afghanistan by 2000. From 1997, the Taliban 
regime played host to the al-Qaeda movement 
of Osama bin Laden (see p.391), which used its 
Afghan safe haven as a base to plan terrorist 
attacks against US interests. 


The US campaign 

in Afghanistan 

Once it became clear that al-Qaeda had carried out 
the 9/11 attacks against the US (see p.397), the 
US government demanded that the Taliban hand 
over Osama bin Laden. Mullah Omar refused and 
on October 7 the Americans began to bomb Afghan 
cities. The Americans also started to provide 
military aid to the Northern Alliance, who began 
an offensive southward. The Taliban, faced with 
US carpet-bombing, largely melted away. Kabul 
fell on November 13 and the Taliban stronghold of 
Kandahar at the end of the month. However, Osama 
bin Laden and much of the al-Qaeda leadership 
managed to slip away. 


The Taliban return 

Despite the subsequent dispatch of a multinational 
armed force to stabilize the country, the Taliban 
regrouped. The new Afghan government of Hamid 
Karzai wavered between supporting international 
offensives against the resurgent Taliban and 
seeking compromise with more moderate elements. 
Despite a US troop surge in 2010, the Taliban 
insurgency grew, particularly after the US army 
ended combat operations in 2014. By 2017, the 
Taliban controlled large rural areas of Afghanistan 
and threatened Kabul and other cities. 


The war in Iraq 
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From 1993, the Iraqi president Saddam Hussein 
had been forced to allow the United Nations (UN) to 
inspect his armaments industries to ensure he did 
not acquire “weapons of mass destruction” (WMD), 
such as nuclear, chemical, or biological weaponry. 
US President George W. Bush (president 2001- 
2009) exploited Saddam's often patchy compliance 
with this directive, encouraging the international 
community throughout late 2002 to pressure the 
Iraqi government to come clean about its weapons 
stocks. Saddam blustered, realizing too late that 
Bush had boxed him into a corner. 

The Americans were unable to secure a 
definitive UN resolution authorizing force, but 
maintained that previous resolutions contained 
implicit approval for military action. On March 20, 
2003, US airstrikes against Baghdad began. In 
contrast to the first Gulf War (see p.369), a land 
attack began almost immediately, with US-led 
coalition forces landing near the southern port of 
Basra on March 22. As the invasion force pushed 
northward, many Iraqi units failed to resist or 
melted away, and the US took Baghdad on April 9, 
with the last major city, Tikrit, falling four days later. 


Iraq after the war 

Postwar Iraq descended into chaos, with the 
breakout of an insurgency against US occupation, 
mostly by Sunni Muslims, that killed hundreds of US 
soldiers. The previously supportive Shia population 


A member of the Iraqi 
Ba’ath party from 
1957, Saddam Hussein 
(1937-2006) played 

a key role in the coup 
that brought the party 
to power in 1968. He 
ruled Iraq from 1979 
with brutal force at 

) home and abroad. The 
Americans toppled 
him in 2003. 


turned against the coalition, too, and a vicious set of 
civil wars erupted between the two communities, 
with the loss of thousands of lives. The insurgency 
continued to grow, and after the US withdrew its 
troops in 2011, the extremist Sunni group ISIS 
(see p. 397) seized large parts of the country, 
including Mosul, in 2014. It took hard fighting, 

and renewed US aid, including military advisers, 
to partially roll back these gains by early 2017. 


© Flames light up Baghdad on the second 
night of the US bombing of the Iraqi capital 
on March 23, 2003, an attack described as 
“shock and awe.” 
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The Taj Mahal hotel 
in Mumbai, India, was 
targeted during the 
terrorist attacks on the 
city in November 2008. 


Beyond the nation state 


As early as the 1920s, there was an awareness that the world’s 
nations needed a more international approach to policymaking to 
avoid the kind of tensions that had led to World War I. Despite this 
knowledge, the League of Nations, which first met in 1920, failed 
the challenge of keeping the peace, while its successor, the 
United Nations, was hampered by the outbreak of the Cold War 
in the late 1940s. 


Failed states and terrorism no longer required as Cold War allies. The 
When the Cold War (see pp.338-9) ended in phenomenon of “failed states” (such as Somalia) 
the 1990s, many saw it as heralding the “End of arose; in such nations, no effective government 
History” or a “New World Order,” both notions that exists, leading to civil war and warlordism. 
proved hugely overoptimistic. Nation states with Enforcing world norms (such as the repression 
widely varying political traditions could not—or of piracy) is simply impossible on a failed state's 
refused to—impose Western democratic systems; national territory. 

while others simply fell apart either as a result The world has faced the growth of a new 

of years of misrule or because funding to their sort of international terrorism, exemplified by 


governments was removed when they were al-Qaeda and ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and 


Syria), whose agenda is not a nationalistic one 
(such as that of the IRA for a united, independent 
Ireland, or ETA for Basque independence in 
northern Spain), but aims instead to establish 

its own new (Islamic) world order. Incidents such 
as the 9/11 attack on the US (see p.391), the 2015 
attacks in Central Paris, and the continued rise 
of ISIS in the Middle East demonstrated a threat 
that—because it undermines the safety 

of many countries—cannot be dealt with by one 
nation acting alone. 


World problems with 

global solutions 

The leaders of the 21st century face challenging 
problems. Large-scale population shifts—such 
as the vast numbers of migrants seeking to 
enter the European Union illegally from African 
countries—as well as climate change, threaten the 
livelihoods of millions. Globalization is increasing 
the interdependence of the world economy, so that 
a fiscal crisis in one country can soon translate 
into factory closures or banking chaos in another, 
as happened in 2008-2009. 
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In the early 21st century, worries about globalization 
helped the rise of populist movements such as 
France's Front National and contributed to the 
election of Donald Trump as US president. Although 
urgent international cooperation is needed to 
address problems such as global warming, 
refugee crises, and international terrorism, in 
2017 the world seems to be entering a phase 
where nationalist and regional concern makes 
such concerted action increasingly difficult. 


Controversial 

US presidential 
candidate Donald 
Trump campaigns in 
2016. After winning 
the election, he took 
office in January 2017. 


Syrian refugees 
fleeing conflict caused 
by Islamic extremists 
wait at the Turkish- 
Syrian border, 2014. 
In 2016, there were an 
estimated 65.3 million 
refugees worldwide. 


& Crowds gather 

in al-Tahrir Square, 
Cairo, which became 
the main venue for 
demonstrations against 
Egyptian president 
Hosni Mubarak. 


& Muammar Qaddafi’s 
pro-Russian stance 

and alleged sponsorship 
of terrorist attacks 
alienated NATO 
countries and helped 
bring about his downfall. 


The Arab Spring 
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By the early 21st century, discontent was growing 
in many countries of the Middle East and North 
Africa. Longstanding dictatorships in Libya, Egypt, 
Yemen, and Syria stifled dissent, while political 
corruption went unchecked and poverty increased. 
In December 2010, a Tunisian fruit vendor set 
himself alight in protest of police corruption. A 
wave of demonstrations broke out in Tunisia after 
his death, uniting political liberals, radical Islamic 
factions, and disenchanted youth, all of whom 
felt marginalized by the country’s regime. Unable 
to contain the protests, President Ben Ali fled 
Tunisia a month later. 


The Arab Spring spreads 

The protest movement spread to other Arab 
countries and became known as the “Arab Spring.” 
Demonstrations grew in size, aided by the 
opposition’s use of new technology: videos 

of protests shot on mobile phones were rapidly 
uploaded to websites. 

Hosni Mubarak, Egypt's president, tried to 
suppress protesters, and to offer last-minute 
concessions to placate them, before stepping 
down in February 2011. In March 2011, Libyan 
dictator Muammar Qaddafi’s threat to send tanks 
in to quash protests in Benghazi provoked NATO to 
begin airstrikes against his forces. After six further 
months of bitter fighting, Qaddafi was overthrown 


and killed. In Syria, the regime of Bashar al-Assad 
responded violently to protests, sparking a civil 
war, which was still raging six years later, and 
caused millions of Syrians to flee their homes. 
The effects of the Arab Spring were mixed. The 
hopes of the original protesters were rarely realized 
as regimes clung to power, or other military, 
political, and radical religious factions seized 
the initiative. Tunisia succeeded in holding 
democratic elections, but in Egypt a new military 
regime was established. Libya, Yemen, 
and Syria all descended into violent factional 
struggles in which radical Islamic groups such 
as ISIS flourished (see opposite). 


B The Syrian town of Azaz saw bitter fighting 
in the civil war, as its position on the Turkish 
border made it a key base for resupplying 
opposition fighters. 


ISIS and global terror 
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The instability that followed the US invasion of 
Iraq in 2003, and the outbreak of civil war in Syria, 
allowed Islamist extremist groups to reestablish 
themselves, reversing an apparent decline since 
the expulsion of al-Qaeda from Afghanistan in 
2001. Iraqi government policies after 2003 
favored the Shia majority and marginalized 

the minority Sunni community, among whom 
Saddam Hussein had found his key support. 

The resulting disaffection helped the growth of 
al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), which joined the insurgency 
against lraq’s US-backed government until its 
near destruction in 2007 following a surge in 
American troop numbers. 

AQI remnants regrouped in eastern Syria after 
the outbreak of the Syrian Civil War in 2011. Now 
led by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the group renamed 
itself Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and 
captured the Syrian regional capital of Raqqa. 

ISIS proved effective propagandists, using the 
Internet and social media to spread their message 
and attract foreign fighters to their cause: by early 
2016 an estimated 36,000 had traveled to Syria, 
nearly 7,000 of them from Western countries. 
Taking advantage of the weakness of the lraqi 
army, ISIS expanded in Iraq and seized the 


)) ABU BAKR AL-BAGHDADI 


Born Ibrahim al-Badri, al-Baghdadi founded a 
small militant group in Iraq in 2003, before joining 
forces with ISI (the predecessor of ISIS) and 
becoming its leader in 2010. He was instrumental 
in the group’s expansion, but was rarely seen in 
public before his declaration of the Islamic State 
caliphate in 2014. 


northern city of Mosul in June 2014. The group 
now felt strong enough to declare a caliphate, 

modeled on the political structure of the early 

Islamic empire, with al-Baghdadi as its caliph, 
and renamed itself Islamic State (IS). 

As ISIS steadily gained territory, outside 
powers, including the US, Russia, and Iran 
became alarmed. The US began airstrikes in 
Iraq in August 2014. American military aid to 
the Iraqi government and to Kurdish groups in 
Syria, as well as Russian and Iranian assistance 
to the Assad regime, helped push back ISIS, 
until by March 2017 it was threatened in its 
Mosul stronghold. 

ISIS responded to Western assaults by 
launching a series of attacks in Europe, 
including one in Paris in November 2015, 
which left 130 dead. Even as its military 
position in the Middle East weakened, 
intelligence services feared that many of 
those who had traveled to Iraq and Syria 
to support ISIS might now return and become 
the nucleus of terrorist cells in their 
home countries. 
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& Mourners in the 
Place de la Bourse, 
Brussels, in March 
2016 honor the victims 
of an ISIS bombing 
that killed 31 people. 


® ISIS adopted an early 

Islamic black flag as 

its symbol. Bearing a 
Muslim declaration of 
faith, this flag flew over 
ISIS-controlled towns 
and villages. 
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©) British Prime 
Minister David 
Cameron faces 

UKIP leader Nigel 
Farage in this poster 
from the June 2016 
referendum campaign. 


The European Union and the crisis of populism 
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The admittance of Croatia to the European Union 
(EU) in July 2013 brought the EU’s membership 
to 28 countries. There had been political strains 
in some member countries for a long time, 
particularly in the UK, which opposed further 
integration in the EU. The dislocation that followed 
the global financial crisis of 2008 heightened 

a sense that the organization was ignoring the 
concerns of more deprived socioeconomic groups 
in favor of those of a trans-national elite. 


Refugees in Europe 

Rising political instability in the Middle East and 
North Africa after 2011 led to a corresponding 
increase in refugees from those areas. Many 
headed toward the EU, either by land or by boat 
across the Mediterranean. This influx of asylum 
seekers fueled an increase in support for far-right 
and populist parties, which made political capital 
out of the perceived threat to national identity 
posed by the largely Muslim newcomers. 

In France, the right-wing National Front (FN) 
won seats in the national legislature for the first 
time in 2012, and in 2017 its leader, Marine Le Pen, 
secured a good percentage in the popularity polls 
and a place in the presidential elections. In the UK, 
longstanding antipathy to closer integration with 
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& Rescuers from a Maltese organization save 
some of the tens of thousands of refugees who 
tried to make the hazardous crossing by boat 
from Libya to Italy. 


Europe crystallized with the rise of the staunchly 
anti-European UK Independence Party (UKIP), 
which was a key player in the coalition that 
secured a 51 percent referendum vote in June 
2016 for the UK to leave the EU. 


This vote, for what was popularly known as 
“Brexit,” marked a moment of crisis. The challenge 
of balancing the need for deeper cooperation with 
the populist groundswell promised a profoundly 
difficult period for the EU. 
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Russia and Ukraine 
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After the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991, 
traditionalists in Russia sought close ties with the 
other ex-Soviet republics, particularly Ukraine, 
which was seen as a Strategic bulwark against 
NATO's expansion into eastern Europe. 

Russian president Vladimir Putin was enraged 
when his Ukrainian counterpart Viktor Yanukovych, 
previously seen as a loyal ally, agreed to sign an 
Association Agreement with the EU in November 
2013. It took strong pressure from Moscow to 
induce Yanukovych to reverse his decision. 


The Donbas crisis 

Protests against this move broke out in Kiev, the 
Ukrainian capital, and Yanukovych fled after a 
heavy-handed reaction by the security forces 
backfired, including the shooting of 28 people by 
snipers on February 20, 2014. Russia sent irregular 
forces to seize key buildings on the Crimean 
peninsula, an area that had been part of Russia 
until 1954, and still housed the bases of the 
Russian Black Sea fleet. 

A Russian-sponsored referendum voted 
overwhelmingly for Crimea to become part of 
Russia. Soon afterward pro-Russian insurgents 
seized territory in the predominantly Russian- 
speaking Donbas region of southeastern Ukraine. 
As fighting flared with Ukrainian security forces, 
there was a strong suspicion that Russia was 


sending military aid to the insurgents. Commercial 
passenger jet Malaysian Airlines Flight MH-17 
was shot down over Donbas on July 17, with 

the loss of 298 lives. This, combined with 
Western anxiety over a possible total collapse 

of Ukraine, led to the imposition of sanctions 


on Russia, which reined in Russian enthusiasm for 


the separatists. However, despite attempts 
at peace talks, the fighting continued in 2017, 
albeit at a lower level, and southeastern 
Ukraine seemed set to become a permanent 
pro-Russian enclave. 


)) VLADIMIR PUTIN 


Putin's early career was as an 
intelligence officer in the KGB. 
He entered politics in 1991, and 
replaced Boris Yeltsin as Russian 
president in 1999. Putin served 
in the office until 2008 and 
then again from 2012, 
acquiring a reputation 
as a proponent of an 
increasingly 
assertive foreign 
policy in the 
Middle East, 
Ukraine, and 
elsewhere. 


A pro-Russian 
insurgent stands 
guard over wreckage 
from Flight MH-17. 
Subsequent 
investigations strongly 
indicated the BUK 
missile that 

shot down the 
Malaysian airlines 
plane had been fired 
by a separatist unit. 
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